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This application seeks FCC consent to the involuntary transfer of control of 

Waterman Broadcasting of Florida, LLC (“Waterman Florida”), licensee of satellite earth station 

E120233 (the “SES Station”).1  This involuntary transfer of control occurred upon the death of 

Mr. Bernard E. Waterman on November 12, 2017.2  Waterman Florida is wholly owned by 

Waterman Broadcasting Corporation, which in turn is wholly owned by The Bernard E. 

Waterman Trust (dated October 27, 2009) (the “Bernard Trust”).   

At the time of his death, Bernard Waterman shared a 100 percent voting interest 

in the Bernard Trust with his wife, Edith B. Waterman.  When the Bernard Trust initially was 

established on October 27, 2009, Bernard Waterman served as the trust’s sole trustee.  Bernard 

Waterman amended and restated the declaration governing the Bernard Trust on April 10, 2013 

(the “Amended Declaration”), at which time he appointed Edith Waterman as co-trustee.3  

Section 2.6 of the Amended Declaration provides that, so long as Bernard and Edith Waterman 

served as co-trustees, each was authorized to act independently for the Bernard Trust with 

respect to the trust’s investment and distribution decisions; otherwise, decisions of the trustees 

are made by the majority vote of the trustees.  Pursuant to Section 2.1 of the Amended 

Declaration, upon Bernard Waterman’s death Ellen K. Harrison, counsel to Bernard Waterman, 

1 Waterman Florida also is licensee of broadcast television station WBBH-TV (Facility ID 
71085), Fort Myers, Florida, and of Radiolocation Station KUO510.  Applications for the 
involuntary transfer of control of those licenses are being filed concurrently.  
2 A copy of Bernard Waterman’s death certificate is attached hereto as Attachment A.  Certain 
sensitive and personal information has been redacted. 
3 Bernard Waterman’s appointment of Edith Waterman as co-trustee in 2013 was discovered by 
FCC counsel in the course of preparing this involuntary transfer of control application, and will 
be reflected in the Station’s forthcoming biennial ownership reports reflecting the Station’s 
ownership as of October 1, 2017. 



FCC Form 312 
Exhibit E & F 

Page 2 
 
succeeded Bernard Waterman as a trustee.  Accordingly, Edith Waterman and Ellen Harrison 

now serve as co-trustees.  Relevant portions of the Amended Declaration are included in 

Attachment B.  A diagram illustrating the change in control is attached hereto as Attachment C. 

Waterman Florida uses the SES Station to support WBBH-TV’s broadcast 

television operations.  Grant of this application accordingly will serve the public interest by 

allowing the SES Station to continue to be used to provide important broadcast programming, 

including local news and other items of community interest, to residents of the Fort Myers, 

Florida, area.
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Waterman Broadcasting Corporation 

Waterman Broadcasting of Florida, LLC 
(Licensee of  WBBH-TV, Fort Myers, FL) 

NOTE: All ownership is 
100% unless otherwise 
indicated. 

The Bernard E. Waterman Trust 
(Dated October 27, 2009) 
Bernard E. Waterman &  

Edith B. Waterman, Trustees 
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Waterman Broadcasting Corporation 

Waterman Broadcasting of Florida, LLC , LLC 
(Licensee of  WBBH-TV, Fort Myers, FL) 

NOTE: All ownership is 
100% unless otherwise 
indicated. 

The Bernard E. Waterman Trust 
(Dated October 27, 2009) 

Ellen K. Harrison &  
Edith B. Waterman, Trustees 




