
Request for Special Temporary Authority 

Media Holdco, LP (“Transferor”) and Scripps Media, LLC hereby request Special 
Temporary Authority (“STA”) to allow consummation of a transfer of control application for 
two transmit/receive earth stations associated with the transfer of control of the ION 
Television Network (“ITN”) and ION Media Network Inc.’s (“ION”) full power television 
stations to Scripps Media, Inc. (“Scripps”), and the assignment of several full-power television 
licenses from Scripps to INYO Broadcast Holdings, LLC (“INYO”) (the “Transaction”).  ION, 
Scripps, and INYO intend to consummate the Transaction as early as December 31, 2020.  
Unfortunately, the transfer of control applications for the instant authorization will not be 
grantable on that date.  The requested STA would permit Scripps to hold and operate the earth 
station authorizations on a temporary basis while the Commission processes the application 
described herein, and is necessary to permit expeditious consummation of the Transaction as 
early as December 31, 2020. 

The Transaction 

On October 13, 2020, ION, Scripps, and INYO filed applications with the Commission 
seeking approval of the transfer of control of 71 full-power television stations controlled by ION 
to Scripps and the assignment of 23 full-power television stations from Scripps to INYO.1  As 
described in the applications, the Transaction promotes the public interest by vastly increasing 
the availability of high quality and diverse free over-the-air programming content that competes 
directly with the services available via paid programming services.  This increase in the supply 
of high-quality free content will also spur increased competition in the fast-evolving video 
programming marketplace.  The Commission granted the applications on December 15, 2020.2 

Because the Transaction involves transfer of both the ION Network and each of its 
owned television stations, the Transaction also requires transfer of the other license assets used 
and useful in the operation of those properties.  This includes a primary and a backup 
transmit/receive earth station used in the nationwide satellite distribution of ITN programming.  
These assets are crucial to the operation of both the ITN and the associated television stations. 

Earth Station Authorizations for E150101 and E920199 

ION is seeking the Commission’s consent to the transfer of the authorizations for two 
transmit/receive earth stations, E920199, in Clearwater, Florida, and E150101, Shelby, 
Tennessee (the “Earth Station Authorizations”).3  Earth Station E920199 is a key element of the 
ITN’s nationwide satellite distribution system.  ION-affiliated stations in more than 70 markets 
across the United States depend on that facility to ensure that they receive ION Network 
programming.  Earth Station E150101 is a backup facility for E920199 and handles distribution 
of ION Network programming during any disruptions in the operation of E920199. 

1 Those applications were placed on public notice on November 6, 2020.    MB Docket 20-369, 
DA 20-1324 (See also Exhibit for File Numbers for individual Media Bureau transfer 
applications). 
2 (See attached list of FCC file numbers and copies of the FCC authorizations, Form 732). 
3 FCC File Number SES-T/C-20201209-01313. 



Each of these earth stations is critical to the operation of the ITN.  It is therefore essential 
that the authorizations for these earth stations transfer from ION to Scripps at the same time as 
the other assets involved in the Transaction. 

Request for Special Temporary Authority 

The application for transfer of both the Earth Station Authorizations was filed on 
December 9, 2020 and was placed on public notice on December 16, 2020.  Thus, the application 
will not be eligible for grant by December 31, 2020 under normal Commission processing 
procedures.  Grant of this request will allow the Parties to maintain uninterrupted operations of 
the ITN and its dozens of local television station affiliates across the country. 

To permit the parties to consummate the Transaction, ION and Scripps request that 
Scripps be granted special temporary authority to hold and operate the transmit/receive earth 
stations pursuant to the existing authorizations beginning on December 31, 2020 and ending on 
the date Scripps is permitted to consummate its acquisition of the licenses for those facilities.  
The parties expect that an STA through January 31, 2020 should be sufficient.  Grant of the 
requested STA would serve the public interest by permitting completion of a transaction that the 
Commission has already deemed to serve the public interest.  Granting Scripps authorization to 
operate these facilities under the current licenses will ensure uninterrupted service to ION 
television viewers across the country.  In light of the high value of the interests that would be 
served by the requested authority and the very short duration of the request, ION and Scripps 
submit that the requested relief serves the public interest and should be granted. 



 

 

ATTACHMENT 
 

Media Bureau Transfer of Control File Numbers 
 

Call Sign Community of License Facility ID Application File Nos. 

WPXN-TV New York, NY 73356 BTCCDT-20201013ACC 

KILM Inglewood, CA 63865 BTCCDT-20201013ABV 

KPXN-TV San Bernardino, CA 58978 BTCCDT-20201013AAU 

WCPX-TV Chicago, IL 10981 BTCCDT-20201013AAY 

WPPX-TV Wilmington, DE 51984 BTCCDT-20201013ABU 

KPXD-TV Arlington, TX 68834 BTCCDT-20201013AAR 

KKPX-TV San Jose, CA 22644 BTCCDT-20201013ABS 

WPXW-TV Manassas, VA 74091 BTCCDT-20201013ABL 

WWPX-TV Martinsburg, WV 23264 BTCCDT-20201013ABR 

KPXB-TV Conroe, TX 58835 BTCCDT-20201013AAQ 

WBPX-TV Boston, MA 7692 BTCCDT-20201013ACH 

WDPX-TV Woburn, MA 6476 BTCCDT-20201013ACI 

WPXG-TV Concord, NH 48406 BTCCDT-20201013ACJ 

WPXA-TV Rome, GA 51969 BTCCDT-20201013ABE 

WXPX-TV Bradenton, FL 6601 BTCCDT-20201013ACF 

KWPX-TV Bellevue, WA 56852 BTCCDT-20201013ABX 

KPXM-TV St. Cloud, MN 35907 BTCCDT-20201013ABT 

WPXM-TV Miami, FL 48608 BTCCDT-20201013ACB 

WOPX-TV Melbourne, FL 67602 BTCCDT-20201013ABD 

KSPX-TV Sacramento, CA 52953 BTCCDT-20201013AAV 

KPXG-TV Salem, OR 5801 BTCCDT-20201013AAS 

WRBU East St. Louis, IL 57221 BTCCDT-20201013ACE 

WINP-TV Pittsburgh, PA 41314 BTCCDT-20201013ABA 

WFPX-TV Archer Lodge, NC 21245 BTCCDT-20201013ABY 

WRPX-TV Rocky Mount, NC 20590 BTCCDT-20201013ABN 

WNPX-TV Franklin, TN 28468 BTCCDT-20201013ACA 

KUPX-TV Provo, UT 57884 BTCCDT-20201013AAX 

KPXL-TV Uvalde, TX 61173 BTCCDT-20201013AAT 

WSFJ-TV London, OH 11118 BTCCDT-20201013ABO 

WPXE-TV Kenosha, WI 37104 BTCCDT-20201013ABG 

KMCC Laughlin, NV 41237 BTCCDT-20201013AAP 



 

 

Call Sign Community of License Facility ID Application File Nos. 

WPXC-TV Brunswick, GA 71236 BTCCDT-20201013ABF 

WPXL-TV New Orleans, LA 21729 BTCCDT-20201013ABI 

WPXQ-TV Newport, RI 50063 BTCCDT-20201013ABJ 

KTPX-TV Okmulgee, OK 7078 BTCCDT-20201013AAW 

WQPX-TV Scranton, PA 64690 BTCCDT-20201013ABM 

WPXK-TV Jellico, TN 52628 BTCCDT-20201013ABH 

WKOI-TV Richmond, IN 67869 BTCCDT-20201013ABB 

KFPX-TV Newton, IA 81509 BTCCDT-20201013AAO 

WPXR-TV Roanoke, VA 70251 BTCCDT-20201013ACD 

WLPX-TV Charleston, WV 73189 BTCCDT-20201013ABC 

WZRB Columbia, SC 136750 BTCCDT-20201013ACG 

WIPL Lewiston, ME 48408 BTCCDT-20201013ABZ 

WSPX-TV Syracuse, NY 64352 BTCCDT-20201013ABP 

KPXR-TV Cedar Rapids, IA 21156 BTCCDT-20201013ABW 

WEPX-TV Greenville, NC 81508 BTCCDT-20201013AAZ 

WPXU-TV Jacksonville, NC 37971 BTCCDT-20201013ABK 

WTPX-TV Antigo, WI 86496 BTCCDT-20201013ABQ 

 
 
 














