


















Appendix A 
 
 
 
 

Illustrative Maps 
The proposed Teleport will serve 26 communities throughout Alaska.  These 
communities extend from the North Slope above the Arctic Circle to the islands in the 
Aleutian Chain, a distance of approximately 1,100 miles. There are no fiber backhaul 
facilities to these communities. 
 
The first map shows the communities that will be supported with the proposed teleport.   
It also shows the nearest fiber routes and nearest landing stations in proximity to the 
communities.  
 
The second map is an overview of distances from TelAlaska’s headquarters in Anchorage 
to various communities it services.  The areas served and technicians need to travel to for 
maintenance of facilities stretches north/south from Minnesota to Texas and east/west 
from the Carolinas to New Mexico.   
 
Notice of Discontinuance 
Several remote Alaska communities will lose services that they currently have on the 
Aurora III (a/k/a AMC-8) satellite since AT&T Alaska notified its customers using the 
satellite on August 14, 2018, that their services will end in December 2019.  
 
Support of Teleport 
Arctic Slope Telephone Association Cooperative supports a fixed satellite earth station in 
the 3.7-4.2 GHz band at Seward, Alaska. 
 
Satellite Pricing Notice 
AT&T Notice of Price Change for US Domestic Satellite IOCs in Alaska, Effective July 
1, 2019 
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Notice of Discontinuance







Letter of Support



August 30, 2019 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing to express my support for TelAlaska’s C-Band spectrum license currently being considered for 
approval for their Seward teleport. 

Arctic Slope Telephone Association Cooperative, Inc. (ASTAC) provides landline, long distance, fixed and mobile 
broadband connectivity, and 4G wireless voice and data services to its owner/members across Alaska’s North 
Slope. ASTAC serves a roadless geographic region of over 91,000 square miles. Of the nine markets we serve, 
four are dependent on satellite backhaul for the entirety of their connectivity. The vast majority of the traffic 
originating from these locations is destined for Anchorage where our core network is located.  These four 
remote villages are: Point Lay, Atqasuk, Anaktuvuk Pass, and Kaktovik (shown below).  

In August of 2018, ASTAC was notified by AT&T Alascom, our current provider, that their satellite-based 
Ethernet products would be sunset by June 30, 2019, after deliberations we were able to extend the deadline to 
12/31/19.  The only alternative provided was to regress our network back to TDM/T1 transport at a cost of over 
$10,000/Mbps, or approximately 6 times the current rates. This was quickly found to be cost prohibitive and 
would push ASTAC back generations, technically speaking.  

ASTAC has chosen TelAlaska as our partner and have accelerated a series of projects to install new ground 
stations and equipment at these four locations before winter arrives. None of these sites are road accessible and 
the logistics for the builds in the short timeframe is challenging at best. These projects are currently underway 



and expected to be completed within the next 30 days.  Without a working downlink in Seward we cannot begin 
testing and integration work to maintain our services.  

I encourage you to expedite your approval of TelAlaska’s licenses. Without immediate resolution, ASTAC 
customers are facing near term service outages and long term, ASTAC would be forced to purchase costly 
circuits back to Alaska, which would lead to added latency to the services we provide and increased consumer 
pricing. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jens Laipenieks 

CEO & General Manager 
Arctic Slope Telephone Association Cooperative, Inc. 
P (907) 564-2652 
C (907) 244-2502 
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