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APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL TEMPORARY AUTHORITY
EchoStar Broadcasting Corporation (“EchoStar Broadcasting,” and with its affiliates,
“EchoStar”) requests 60-day special temporary authority (“STA”), pursuant to Section
25.120(b)(4) of the Commission’s Rules,* to use five of its earth stations (Call Signs E070014,
E080007, E980005, E020248, and E08120) to provide telemetry, tracking, and control
(“TT&C”) during the relocation of the EchoStar 15 Broadcasting-Satellite Service (“BSS”)
satellite to the nominal 45° W.L. orbital location and to perform TT&C and feeder link

operations with the satellite at that location.?

147 C.F.R. § 25.120(b)(4).

2 EchoStar Broadcasting requests STA to use all frequencies currently authorized for each earth
station. See Call Sign E070014, File No. SES-MFS-20120815-00748 (granted Feb. 27, 2013);
Call Sign E080007, File Nos. SES-MFS-20110419-00464, SES-AFS-20120214-00170 (granted
Feb. 28, 2012); Call Sign E980005, File No. SES-MFS-20120815-00749 (granted Feb. 27,
2013); Call Sign E020248, File No. SES-MOD-20120815-00750 (granted Dec. 28, 2012); Call
Sign E080120, File No. SES-MFS-20121203-01052 (granted Mar. 28, 2013). Should the
Commission decide that a 30-day STA is more appropriate in these circumstances, EchoStar will



l. OVERVIEW

In late 2012, the Commission authorized EchoStar to relocate EchoStar 15 to, and operate
it at, 44.9° W.L.> Today, EchoStar filed its notice as required by the relocation STA for that
move that it has successfully transferred all traffic from EchoStar 15 to EchoStar 16.”
Accordingly, EchoStar holds today the authority, once it receives appropriate earth station
authority, to commence EchoStar 15’s move to, and operations at, the 45° W.L. cluster. Out of
an abundance of caution, in addition to its requests for earth station STA, EchoStar submits
today a request for satellite STA to allow relocation to the 45.1° W.L. orbital location instead of
the 44.9° W.L. location as originally requested and granted. Because our permanent operations
are now intended to take place at the 45.1° W.L. orbital location, our operational preference is to
position EchoStar 15, our interim satellite, at that orbital location.”

As the Commission is aware, HNS Americas Comunica¢des Ltda. (“HNSA”), a wholly

owned, indirect subsidiary of EchoStar Corporation, ESOC’s ultimate parent company, holds an

accept a 30-day STA in lieu of the requested 60-day authorization. Concurrent with this request,
EchoStar is also submitting a satellite STA request for relocation to, and initial operations at, the
45.1° W.L. orbital location. EchoStar will also soon file to modify the permanent authorizations
for EchoStar 15 and these earth stations to permit ongoing operations at the 45.1° W.L. orbital
location.

¥ See Stamp Grant, File No. SAT-STA-20121022-00185 (granted Nov. 19, 2012) (authorizing
relocation to 44.9° W.L. pursuant to STA); Stamp Grant, File No. SAT-MOD-20120814-00130
(granted Dec. 13, 2012) (authorizing operations at 44.9° W.L.).

* Stamp Grant, File No. SAT-STA-20121022-00185 Condition 10 (granted Nov. 19, 2012)
(providing a start date for the STA corresponding to the date that the transfer of all traffic from
EchoStar 15 to EchoStar 16 is complete). To continue to provide system redundancy at the 61.5°
W.L. orbital location, EchoStar will file an application seeking authority to move the EchoStar 8
satellite to the 61.5° W.L. cluster and to operate it there as an in-orbit spare.

> As the Commission is aware, EchoStar cannot operate at the 45.0° W.L. orbital location due to
an existing Fixed Satellite Service space station at that location.
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authorization to provide BSS services to Brazil from the nominal 45° W.L. orbital location.®
EchoStar has coordinated with Agéncia Nacional de Telecomunicagdes (“Anatel”), which
represents the administration of Brazil, on the precise location of operations within the cluster
and has submitted to Anatel materials for an ITU filing for the 45.1° W.L. operations.’

Since the 45.1° W.L. orbital location is the preferred operating location for EchoStar’s
Brazilian BSS service operation, EchoStar requests that it be granted an STA to move EchoStar
15 to, and operate from, this location.

1. THIS REQUEST IS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST, IS CONSISTENT WITH PAST
PRECEDENT, AND WILL NOT CAUSE HARMFUL INTERFERENCE

The Commission has a long-standing policy of granting STAs where such an
authorization will serve the public interest, convenience, and necessity, and will not cause
harmful interference.® The requested relocation of EchoStar 15 meets both of these tests. It has
long been the Commission’s policy that the public interest is generally furthered by leaving fleet
management decisions to satellite operators. As the International Bureau has explained:

[T]he Commission attempts, when possible, to leave spacecraft
design decisions to the space station licensee because the licensee
IS in a better position to determine how to tailor its system to meet

the particular needs of its customers. Consequently the
Commission will generally grant a licensee’s request to modify its

® A certified translation of the Brazilian authorization is attached. See Exhibit 1, Term of Right
of Exploitation at 2 (referencing “45° W”).

” Grant of the requested satellite STA would be without prejudice to the Commission’s potential
action on EchoStar’s outstanding application to launch and operate a Fixed Satellite Service
(“FSS”) satellite at the 45.1° W.L. orbital location. See File No. SAT-LOA-20120921-00152
(filed Sept. 21, 2012).

8 See, e.g., Columbia Communications Corp., Order, 11 FCC Rcd. 8639, 8640 (1996); Newcomb
Communications, Inc., Order and Authorization, 8 FCC Rcd. 3631, 3633 (1993); American
Telephone & Telegraph Co., Order, 8 FCC Rcd. 8742 (1993).
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system, provided there are no compelling countervailing public
interest considerations.’

As a result, the Commission has routinely authorized “satellite operators to rearrange
satellites in their fleet to reflect business and customer considerations where no public interest
factors are adversely affected.”™® This includes permitting fleet reconfigurations designed to
meet demands for capacity outside the United States.* Grant of this application is in the public
interest for the same reasons that grant of the original STAs to relocate the EchoStar 15 satellite
to the nominal 45° W.L. orbital location were in the public interest. Grant of this application
will enable an American company to leverage its resources to expand its service offering to
Brazil. Further, grant of this application provides a new potential avenue for U.S. programming
to reach an audience in Brazil, a significant South American market.

Similarly, there are no countervailing public interest considerations. No customers will
be negatively affected by the relocation, as the customers previously serviced by EchoStar 15
have been transferred to EchoStar 16. Nor will grant cause harmful interference to any
authorized user of the spectrum. During EchoStar 15’s relocation to, and operations at, the

nominal 45° W.L. orbital location, EchoStar will follow standard industry practices for

¥ AMSC Subsidiary Corp., Order and Authorization, 13 FCC Rcd. 12316, 12318 1 8 (1998).

19 5ee SES Americom, Inc., Order and Authorization, 21 FCC Rcd. 3430, 3433 { 8 (2006)
(citing Amendment of the Commission’s Space Station Licensing Rules and Policies, Second
Report and Order, 18 FCC Rcd. 12507, 12509 { 7 (2003)).

1 see EchoStar Satellite Operating Corp., Stamp Grant, File No. SAT-MOD-20120814-00130
(granted Dec. 13, 2012) (granting modification of the authorization for EchoStar 15 to provide
service to Brazil); Intelsat License LLC, Stamp Grant, File No. SAT-MOD-20110420-00073
(granted Mar. 3, 2012) (granting modification of the authorization for the Galaxy 26 satellite to
provide service to the Middle East pursuant to a Turkish ITU filing); SES Americom, Inc., Stamp
Grant, File No. SAT-MOD-20111025-00209 (granted Feb. 24, 2012) (granting modification of
the authorization for AMC-2 to provide service exclusively into Sweden pursuant to a Swedish
ITU filing); Intelsat North America LLC, Stamp Grant, File No. SAT-T/C-20100112-00009
(granted July 30, 2010); PanAmSat Licensee Corp., Stamp Grant, File No. SAT-MOD-
20080225-00051 (granted July 22, 2008).



coordination of TT&C and feeder link transmissions to ensure that operations do not cause

harmful interference to any nearby satellite and will abide by the operational parameters set forth

below.

I1l. OPERATIONAL PARAMETERS

During relocation maneuvers of EchoStar 15 to the nominal 45° W.L. orbital location, all

transponders other than the TT&C transponders will be switched off, and EchoStar will operate

the satellite subject to the following conditions:

1.

EchoStar shall coordinate all drift operations with other potentially affected in-
orbit operators.

Drift operations shall be on a non-harmful interference basis, meaning that
EchoStar shall not cause harmful interference to, and shall not claim protection
from, harmful interference caused to it by any other lawfully operating satellites.

In the event that any harmful interference is caused as a result of relocation
operations, EchoStar shall cease operations immediately upon notification of such
interference and shall inform the Commission immediately, in writing, of such
event.

While EchoStar 15 is stationed at the nominal 45° W.L. orbital location, EchoStar will

operate the satellite in accordance with the following conditions:

1.

Operations shall be on a non-harmful interference basis, meaning that EchoStar
shall not cause harmful interference to, and shall not claim protection from,
harmful interference caused to it by any other lawfully operating satellites
operating within the parameters of applicable international coordination
agreements.

In the event that any harmful interference is caused while the satellite is operating
at the nominal 45° W.L. orbital location, EchoStar shall cease operations
immediately upon notification of such interference and shall inform the
Commission immediately, in writing, of such event.

IV.  WAIVER PURSUANT TO SECTION 304 OF THE ACT

In accordance with Section 304 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended,

47 U.S.C. 8 304, EchoStar hereby waives any claim to the use of any particular frequency or use



of the electromagnetic spectrum as against the regulatory power of the United States because of
the previous use of the same, whether by license or otherwise.

V. CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, EchoStar respectfully requests grant of the 60-day STA
beginning on May 8, 2013, so that it can immediately begin the relocation of EchoStar 15 to the

nominal 45° W.L. orbital location.

Respectfully submitted,

Is/
Pantelis Michalopoulos
Stephanie A. Roy
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 429-3000
Counsel for EchoStar Broadcasting Corporation

May 2, 2013



EXHIBIT 1
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