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Stratos Communications, Inc.
IBFS File No. SES-STA-20060310-00419

The request of Stratos Communications, Inc. (Stratos) for special temporary authority (STA) IS
GRANTED. Accordingly, Stratos is authorized for a period of 60 days, ending July 11, 2006, to operate
up to 5,000 Broadband Global Area Network (BGAN) mobile earth terminals (METs) using the Inmarsat
4F2, in accordance with the terms, conditions, and technical specifications set forth in the Commission’s
rules and this document.

1.

10.

11.

Neither the aggregate uplink EIRP densities in the direction of any other L-band satellite serving the
United States, nor the downlink EIRP densities at any geographical point within the United States,
shall be increased, above the levels previously authorized in connection with operations using the
Inmarsat 3F4 satellite, as a result of the operations authorized by this STA.

Operations on the Inmarsat 4F2 satellite shall be on an unprotected basis. Stratos shall not claim
protection from, and is required to accept interference from, other lawfully operating satellites or
radiocommunication systems.

Operations are permitted on those frequencies previously used for authorized U.S. MET operations on
the Inmarsat 3F4 satellite, except that operations are not permitted on certain frequencies, made
available to Inmarsat by MSV USA and MSV Canada as part of the operator-to-operator coordination
process, the use of which is currently an issue pending in connection with Stratos’s request for regular
authority.

Adequate guard bands shall be provided between the band edges of the carriers used by Stratos and
the band edges of MSV’s operations in order to preclude the possibility of unacceptable interference
to MSV’s operations.

Any action taken or expense incurred as a result of operations pursuant to this special temporary
authority is solely at Stratos’s own risk.

The grant of this STA is not based on a finding that Inmarsat’s L-band operations are consistent with
operation on a non-interference basis.

The grant of this STA is without prejudice to any future determination that the Commission may
make as to whether Inmarsat’s L-band operations are consistent with operation on a non-interference
basis.

This STA may be terminated or modified at the International Bureau's discretion, without a hearing, if
conditions warrant.

Stratos must notify each customer, in writing and prior to initiation of service, that BGAN operations
on the Inmarsat 4F2 satellite are pursuant to a grant of special temporary authority that may be
terminated or modified at any time.

Authority granted in this STA is without prejudice to the disposition of any related applications for
regular authority.

This grant is issued pursuant to Section 0.261 of the Commission’s rules on delegated authority, 47
C.F.R. § 0.261, and is effective immediately.



Stratos Communications, Inc.
IBFS File No. SES-STA-20060310-00419

12. Stratos is afforded thirty days from the date of release of this action to decline this special temporary
authorization as conditioned. Failure to respond within this period will constitute formal acceptance
of the special temporary authorization as conditioned.
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Stratos Communications, Inc.
STA Request
Attachment A

DESCRIPTION OF STA REQUEST

Pursuant to Section 25.120 of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 25.120, Stratos
Communications, Inc. (“Stratos™) seeks special temporary authority (“STA”) for 60 days to
allow Stratos to provide Inmarsat’s Broadband Global Area Network (“BGAN”) service using up
to 5,000 mobile earth terminals (“METs”) operating in the L-band in conjunction with the
Inmarsat 4F2 satellite located at the 52.75° W.L. orbital location. Temporary authority to
provide the BGAN service using these METs and this satellite will allow Stratos to offer
Inmarsat’s BGAN service in the United States while the International Bureau (“Bureau”)
considers the underlying BGAN application previously filed by Stratos.

L. BACKGROUND

On August 26, 2005, Stratos filed an application (“Stratos BGAN Application”)
for a blanket license to operate 20,000 METs with Inmarsat’s BGAN service (File Nos. SES-
LFS-20050826-01175, SES-AMD-20050922-01313, SES-AMD-20051117-01590)." Stratos
hereby incorporates by reference that application and its technical details and material for

purposes of this STA request.” On October 28, 2005, Mobile Satellite Ventures LLC (“MSV”)

! Stratos has also filed an application for authority under Section 214 of the
Communications Act to offer the BGAN service in the United States. See File No. ITC-214-
20050826-00351. Concurrently with this STA application, Stratos is also filing an application
for STA under title II to offer the BGAN service in the United States.

2 Stratos also incorporates by reference all ownership information and certifications
provided in the original Stratos BGAN Application.



filed a Petition to Hold in Abeyance or to Grant with Conditions® to which Stratos has
responded.’

In the Stratos BGAN Application, Stratos proposes to offer Inmarsat BGAN
services to U.S. consumers through four different BGAN METs: NERA PUT manufactured by
NERA, AddValue PUT manufactured by AddValue, T&T Lite manufactured by Thrane and
Thrane, and HNS Briefcase manufactured by Hughes Network Systems. Each offers a different
combination of size and data transmission capability, and all comply with the Commission’s
Rules for operation in the L-band.” Stratos plans to operate its METs with Inmarsat’s fourth
generation satellite, the Inmarsat 4F2, which is located at 52.75° W.L.

Stratos expects to be able to provide the BGAN service over the Inmarsat 4F2 by
April 17,2006. In the event that the Bureau is unable to complete its review of that application
by April, Stratos respectfully requests an STA to provide the BGAN service in the United States
as soon as it becomes available.

For the same reasons set forth in the Stratos BGAN Application, grant of this

STA is consistent with the ORBIT Act® and satisfies the Commission’s DISCO II standard.’

3 MSV Petition to Hold in Abeyance or To Grant with Conditions (Oct. 28, 2005).

4 Stratos Communications, Inc., Opposition to MSV Petition To Hold in Abeyance or To
Grant with Conditions (Nov. 10, 2005).

5 File Nos. SES-LFS-20050826-01175, Attachment 4.
647U.S.C. § 761 et seq.

7 See Amendment of the Commission’s Policies to Allow Non-U.S. Licensed Space
Stations providing Domestic and International Service in the United State, 12 FCC Red 24094
(1997) (“DISCO II™).



IL PUBLIC INTEREST

Grant of this STA request is in the public interest because it will allow U.S.
consumers, including the U.S. military and public safety community in particular, to access
faster, more flexible, and more robust satellite broadband services. These satellite broadband
services will likely prove invaluable when the next natural disaster or terrorist attack occurs.

The Stratos BGAN service will offer U.S. consumers with Internet Protocol
packet-switched data and circuit-switched applications at speeds up to 492 Kbps. BGAN will
provide U.S. customers broadband access to email, local area networks, the Internet,
intranet/extranets, video conferencing services, video-on-demand, and voice communications
from almost anywhere in the world.> BGAN operates at eight times the speed of the fastest
mobile services available in the U.S. (Inmarsat GAN), and 100 times faster than MSV’s services.
BGAN service is currently available in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Middle East.” Prompt
Commission grant of this request would allow U.S. subscribers to enjoy the same advanced
mobile satellite services as the rest of the world, instead of operating at a fraction of the speed.

BGAN is needed as soon as possible by the U.S. military and the public safety
community, which is seeking improved data speeds in the event of a large-scale natural disaster
or terrorist attack. The recent natural disasters associated with hurricanes Katrina, Rita and
Wilma in the Gulf of Mexico region demonstrate an urgent need for the BGAN offering and
approval of this STA request. In the aftermath of these hurricanes, the current Stratos/Inmarsat
services were used by FEMA, the National Guard, the U.S. Army, state and local governments,

law enforcement personnel and the petroleum industry to facilitate voice communications and

8 File Nos. SES-LFS-20050826-01175, Attachment 4 at 2.

9 Inmarsat Announces Launch of BGAN Service, Inmarsat website, available at
http://about.inmarsat.com/news/00018831 .aspx?language=EN&textonly=False.



Internet access in the absence of terrestrial networks.' While the existing Inmarsat services
played a vital role in the recovery efforts, the data transmission speeds of these existing services
relied on in the Gulf, and throughout the United States, do not match the high speed terrestrial
networks people have come to expect. Prompt grant of this STA will ensure that the higher data
speeds offered by BGAN will be available when the next natural disaster or terrorist attack takes
place. Indeed, hurricane season begins this year on June 1st."" Accordingly, grant of this STA
by April 17" will allow government “First Responders” and private industry users time to obtain
and deploy BGAN terminals, familiarize themselves with those terminals, as well as the BGAN
services and features, so that BGAN can have an immediate impact on any advance preparations
or recovery effort that becomes necessary. Such extraordinary circumstances justify grant of this
requested STA.

BGAN service is already available in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Middle East.
Without the requested STA, U.S. consumers will have to sit idly by while companies and
individuals around the world take advantage of this improved satellite broadband service. While
it is impossible to predict the harm that may be caused to U.S. customers as a result of this
disparity, the benefit of equality of service is clear. U.S. customers will be able to subscribe to
Stratos’s BGAN service in the United States and use it around the world. Similarly, individuals
that already use BGAN in other parts of the world will be able to operate their equipment in the
United States.

The Inmarsat 4F2 satellite located at 52.75° W.L., which will be used to provide

the BGAN service, can be operated in a manner that will cause no greater potential for

' See, e.g., Declaration of Robert J. Roe (VP of Sales for Stratos) at {9 10-11 (in File No.
SES-STA-20051216-01769) (Dec. 16, 2005).

' See http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2005/s2540.htm.



interference than Inmarsat’s former satellite located at 54° W.L., Inmarsat 3. In many ways,
Inmarsat 4F2 is more “interference friendly” than Inmarsat 3 because Inmarsat 4F2 has narrower
spot beams with steeper antenna side lobes to reduce interference into adjacent areas, and it has
higher gain spot beams to allow the use of terminals that radiate less than one-tenth the power of
the Inmarsat data terminals currently used in the United States. In sum, BGAN service will be
provided on Inmarsat 4F2 in a manner that will not adversely affect the current interference
environment.

Stratos understands that grant of this requested STA will be without prejudice to
and will be conditioned on, the Bureau’s action on the underlying application (File Nos. SES-
LFS-20050826-01175, SES-AMD-20050922-01313, SES-AMD-20051117-01590) for a blanket
license to operate its 20,000 METs with Inmarsat’s BGAN service.

For the reasons set forth above, Stratos respectfully requests that this STA be

granted no later than April 17, 2006 for 60 days.
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File No. SES-STA-Qo0k0310-0041

By this application, Stratos Communications, Inc. (“Stratos™) seeks special
temporary authority (“STA™) for 60 days to allow Stratos to sell Inmarsat’s Broadband Global
Area Network (“BGAN”) service provided over the Inmarsat 4F2 satellite located at the 52.75°
W.L. orbital location. Temnorary autharity ic provide the BGAN service using this satellite will
allow Stratos to offer Inmarsat’s BGAN service in the United States while the International
Bureau (“Bureau”) considers the underlying BGAN Section 214 application previously filed by

Stratos.

I BACKGROUND

On August 26, 2005, Stratos filed an application (“Stratos BGAN 214
Application”) for Section 214 authority to provide thé BGAN service via the Inmarsat 4F2
satellite (File No. ITC-214-20050826-00351)." In the Stratos BGAN 214 Application, Stratos
proposes to offer Inmarsat BGAN services originating and terminating in the United States and
abroad. Stratos hereby incorporates by reference that application for purposes of this STA
request.2 On October 28, 2005, Mobile Satellite Ventures LLC (“MSV”) filed a Petition to Hold

in Abeyance or to Grant with Conditions® to which Stratos has responded.*

! Stratos has also filed an application for blanket license authority to operate 20,000
mobile earth terminals (“METs”) using Inmarsat’s BGAN service. See File Nos. SES-LFS-
20050826-01175, SES-AMD-20050922-01313, SES-AMD-20051117-01590. Concurrently with
this STA application, Stratos is also filing an application for STA under title III to operate METs
with the BGAN service in the United States.

2 Stratos also incorporates by reference all ownership information and certifications
provided in the original Stratos BGAN 214 Application.

> MSV Petition to Hold in Abeyance or To Grant with Conditions (Oct. 28, 2005).



