
  

Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554 
 

In the Matter of )  
 )  
Cable & Wireless Americas Systems, Inc. )  

Licensee )  
 )  

And ) File No. SCL-T/C-2012 _____ 
 )  
Vodafone Europe B.V. )  

Transferee )  
 )  
Application for Transfer of Control of )  
Cable Landing License )  

 
APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL TEMPORARY AUTHORITY  
TO TRANSFER CONTROL OF CABLE LANDING LICENSE   

 
Cable & Wireless Worldwide plc (“CWW”)1 and Vodafone Europe B.V. (“Vodafone 

Europe”) (collectively, the “Applicants”), pursuant to the Act Relating to the Landing and 

Operation of Submarine Cables in the United States, 47 U.S.C. §§ 34-39 (1994), Executive 

Order No. 10530, Exec. Ord. No. 10530 reprinted as amended in 3 U.S.C. § 301, and 

Section 1.767 of the Rules of the Federal Communications Commission (“Commission”), 

47 C.F.R. § 1.767, hereby request Special Temporary Authority (“STA”) for the Applicants to 

consummate, consistent with the timeframe delineated in a scheme of arrangement (the 

“Scheme”) and as approved by a U.K. court, a transaction in which control of Cable & Wireless 

Americas Systems, Inc. (“CWAS”), as the holder of a cable landing license,2 will be transferred 

                                                           
1  As a result of a demerger that occurred in 2010, CWW is not affiliated with Cable & 
Wireless Communications plc.  For a description of that transaction, please see FCC File No. 
ITC-T/C-20100329-00133. 
2  FCC File No. SCL-LIC-20010122-00002.  CWW currently holds an indirect 60% equity 
interest in Apollo Submarine Cable Systems Ltd (the “Apollo Cable”).  The Apollo Cable holds 
a 100% equity interest in CWAS, the licensee.  More information about the Apollo Cable is 
contained in the underlying transfer of control application, which is included as Attachment A. 
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from CWW to Vodafone Europe.  On June 13, 2012, the Applicants filed the underlying transfer 

of control application.3     

CWW is a global provider of primarily fixed telecommunications and related services, 

specializing in providing services to large users of telecommunications, including multinational 

corporations, governments, carrier customers and resellers.  Vodafone Europe is a wholly-owned 

subsidiary, through multiple corporate entities, of Vodafone Group Plc (“Vodafone”), a U.K. 

corporation.  Vodafone, a U.K.-based, publicly-listed company, is the holding company of a 

group of entities involved in the operation of primarily mobile telecommunications networks and 

the provision of related telecommunications services.     

As described below, under an arrangement negotiated between CWW and Vodafone 

Europe, CWAS will become a 60% owned subsidiary of Vodafone Europe (the “Transaction”).  

As a result of the Transaction, Vodafone Europe, an indirect wholly-owned subsidiary of 

Vodafone, will control CWAS’s license to land and operate the Apollo Submarine Cable System 

(the “Apollo Cable”).4  Although control of CWAS will change from CWW to Vodafone Europe, 

services in the United States will continue to be provided to the Apollo Cable’s existing 

customers under existing service arrangements, consistent with the submarine cable landing 

license granted to CWAS by the Commission.  The Transaction, therefore, will be seamless to 

existing customers.   

The Transaction is governed by U.K. law and will be implemented by means of the 

Scheme.  A circular relating to the Scheme (the “Scheme Document”) sets out, amongst other 

things, the full terms and conditions of the Scheme, an explanatory statement, notices of the 

                                                           
3 FCC File No. SCL-T/C-20120613-00007 (filed June 13, 2012). 
4  Id. 
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required meetings, a timetable of principal events and details of the actions to be taken.5  As 

described in the Scheme Document, the Scheme will require, inter alia, approval from a U.K. 

court.  Under the timetable set out in the Scheme Document and expected to be approved by the 

court, a suspension of CWW’s public listing and dealings in its shares is scheduled to occur by 

7:30 a.m. on July 26, 2012, with the Scheme becoming effective on or around July 27, 2012.  A 

cancellation of CWW’s listings is scheduled to occur by no later than 8:00 a.m. on July 30, 2012. 

The Applicants respectfully request that the Commission grant this STA as soon as 

possible and no later than July 20, 2012, so that the Applicants can close the transaction in 

compliance with the timeline set forth in the Scheme Document, as approved by a U.K. court.  

Granting the STA authorizing the Applicants to close the transaction swiftly is in the public 

interest because it is consistent with the principle of comity and will lead to the emergence of a 

stronger and better-financed competitor in the submarine cable market for capacity between the 

United States and Europe (in particular between the United States and U.K. and United States 

and France).  Under Vodafone’s control, CWAS and the Apollo Cable will be able to operate in 

a more efficient and economical manner and have better access to the capital needed to maintain 

and grow the existing competitive submarine cable business. 

Moreover, the change in control will not have any adverse impact on existing customers.  

Backed by its new parent company, Vodafone, the Apollo Cable will continue to possess the 

managerial and technical qualifications necessary to provide international telecommunications 

services.  Because the Transaction involves the transfer of shares in CWAS’s and the Apollo 

Cable’s corporate parent, the Transaction will not result in a change of service provider for 

customers and will otherwise be seamless to customers receiving services in the United States.  

                                                           
5  The Scheme Document is available at www.vodafone.com/investor.  
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Immediately following consummation of the Transaction, the Apollo Cable’s customers will 

continue to receive high-quality private carriage services without interruption and without any 

immediate change in rates, terms or conditions. 

At the same time, grant of the Application will not result in any anticompetitive effects.  

The market for transport between the United States and U.K. and United States and France is 

fiercely competitive, and, pursuant to Section 63.10(a)(3), neither Vodafone Europe B.V., CWW, 

nor any of their affiliates will exercise sufficient market power in the U.K. or France after 

consummation of the Transaction to affect competition adversely in the United States.  Although 

this transaction has been valued at almost $1.6 billion and involves the acquisition of dozens of 

foreign carriers throughout the world, CWW’s U.S. operations constitute a very minor portion of 

its overall global operations.    
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