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AMENDMENT 
 

 Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 34, Executive Order No. 10,530, and 47 C.F.R. § 1.767, Aqua 

Comms (Americas) Inc. (“Aqua Comms Americas”) and Aqua Comms (Ireland) Limited (“Aqua 

Comms Ireland,” together with Aqua Comms Americas and their affiliates, “Aqua Comms”) 

hereby amend the cable landing license application for the Amitié system1 to remove Aqua 

Comms Ireland as a joint applicant.  Aqua Comms Ireland was originally included as an 

applicant based on the understanding that it would hold a 5.63-percent voting and participation 

interest in the international waters portion of the system and use the U.S. end point of the 

system,2 thereby satisfying the applicant criteria in 47 C.F.R. § 1.767(h)(2).  Aqua Comms’ plans 

                                                 
1  Joint Application for a Cable Landing License for the Amitié Submarine Cable System, File 

No. SCL-LIC-20200807-00036 (filed Aug. 7, 2020) (“Application”). 

2  See Application at 7, Table 1. 
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with respect to the Amitié system have evolved, however.  Although Aqua Comms Ireland will 

continue to hold a 5.63-percent voting and participation interest in the international waters 

portion of the system, it will not use the U.S. end point of the Amitié system or offer capacity 

services to customers between the United States and the foreign end points of the Amitié system 

in the United Kingdom and France.  Among the Aqua Comms entities, only Aqua Comms 

Americas will satisfy the criteria in 47 C.F.R. § 1.767(h)(2), and Aqua Comms Americas will 

remain a joint applicant for the cable landing license. 

Consequently, Aqua Comms Ireland no longer satisfies the Applicant criteria in 47 

C.F.R. § 1.767(h)(2), and Aqua Comms believes there is no other public-interest reason for 

retaining Aqua Comms Ireland as an applicant.  This amendment has no effect on the system 

description, landing points, regulatory classification, cable ownership, streamlining requests, or 

waiver request made with respect to 47 C.F.R. § 1.767(h)(1), as set forth in the Application.  It 

also has no impact on the ability of the Commission to enforce its rules and any licensing 

conditions with respect to the Amitié system. 

Aqua Comms therefore requests that the Commission omit Aqua Comms Ireland from 

consideration as an applicant and disregard the references to Aqua Comms Ireland in Appendix 

B to the Application.  Aqua Comms has separately apprised the Committee for the Assessment 

of Foreign Participation in the United States Telecommunications Services Sector (aka Team 

Telecom) of this development. 
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CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, the Commission should expeditiously grant the amended cable 

landing license application for the Amitié system. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kent Bressie 

Colleen Sechrest 

Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis LLP 

1919 M Street, N.W., Suite 800 

Washington, D.C. 20036-3537 

+1 202 730 1337 

kbressie@hwglaw.com 
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and Aqua Comms (Ireland) Limited 
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Ireland 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I, Kent Bressie, hereby certify that consistent with 47 C.F.R. § 1.767(j), I have served 

copies of the foregoing amendment to the Amitié cable landing license application by hand 

delivery or electronic mail this [●]th day of March, 2021, to the following: 

 

Douglas May 

Director, Technology and Security Policy 

International Communications and Information Policy 

Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

EB/CIP : Room 4634 

2201 C Street, N.W.  

Washington, D.C. 20520-4634 

 

Kathy Smith 

Chief Counsel 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE/NTIA 

14th Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W. 

Room 4713  

Washington, D.C. 20230 

 

William E. Brazis II 

General Counsel 

DEFENSE INFORMATION SYSTEMS AGENCY 

6910 Cooper Avenue 

Fort Meade, Maryland 20755 
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