
 

 

Application for Special Temporary Authority 

Capella Space Corp. hereby requests Special Temporary Authority (“STA”) for a period of 

60 days to launch, deploy, and begin telemetry, tracking, and command (“TT&C”) 

communications for two satellites in the Mid-Inclination orbital plane as requested in ICFS File 

No. SAT-MOD-20260504-00184, modifying Call Sign S3178, while that application remains 

pending. That modification seeks, among other things, to add two additional satellites to the 

Acadia constellation, consolidate and simplify orbital planes, and extend the license term. This 

STA seeks a subset of that authority: to operate two satellites in the following orbital plane, as 

described in the pending application.1 

 

Altitude (km) Inclination (deg) RAAN (°) 

555 +/- 75 42–56 180° +/- 180° 

 

The radiofrequency characteristics of these satellites are the same as those already authorized 

under Call Sign S3178. The TT&C frequencies are: uplink 2025–2110 MHz (center frequency 

2036 MHz, 1.4 MHz bandwidth) and downlink 8025–8400 MHz (center frequency 8027 MHz, 

1.4 MHz bandwidth). The initial orbit insertion range is 500–600 km ± 25 km, and the 

operational altitude range is 480–630 km. 

This STA is necessary to allow Capella to meet an upcoming launch opportunity in early 

October 2026 with a license need-by date of Sept 13, 2026. Grant of this STA will serve the 

public interest by enabling Capella to continue deploying its next-generation synthetic aperture 

radar satellites, providing valuable earth-observation services for U.S. government, allied, and 

commercial customers who rely on timely, high-resolution SAR imagery for a wide range of 

national-security, business, and life-safety applications. This application is submitted less than 

three working days before the requested grant date due to unexpected delays in the NTIA 

coordination process resulting in extended processing of Capella’s underlying application for 

regular authority.2  

 
1To the extent necessary, Capella hereby incorporates by reference the system information provided under its 

pending modification application. See Application of Capella Space Corp., ICFS File No. SAT-MOD-20260504-

00184 (filed May 28, 2026). 
2 See 47 C.F.R. § 25.120(a). 


