
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
October 3, 2016 
 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
Re: Request for Extension of Special Temporary Authority to Conduct In-Orbit Testing of Intelsat 

33e; Call Sign S2939  
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
Intelsat License LLC (“Intelsat”) herein requests an additional 30 days of the Special Temporary 
Authority (“STA”)1 previously granted Intelsat to conduct in-orbit testing (“IOT”) of the Intelsat 33e 
satellite (Call Sign S2939) at 59.55° E.L. and to drift the satellite to its permanent location of 60.0° E.L.2  
Intelsat 33e was launched on August 24, 2016.  Due to a malfunction of the satellite’s main thruster, the 
expected commencement of IOT has been delayed.  The IOT period is expected to take approximately 
45 days; and the drift to 60.0° E.L. is expected to last approximately four days. 
 
Intelsat 33e IOT payload testing will be performed in the following frequency bands: 

 3625 – 4200 MHz, 10950 – 11200 MHz, 11200 – 11450 MHz,3 11450 – 12200 MHz, 12500 – 
12600 MHz, and 18300 – 20200 MHz, (space-to-Earth); 

 5850 – 6725 MHz, 13750 – 13850 MHz, 14000 – 14500 MHz, 17300 – 17800 MHz, and 28100 
– 30000 MHz (Earth-to-space). 

 
Telemetry, Tracking, and Command (“TT&C”) services for Intelsat 33e will be performed in the 
following center frequencies:  

 4197.25 MHz, 4197.75 MHz, 4198.25MHz, and 4198.75 MHz (space-to-Earth); 
 6422.00 MHz, 6424.5 MHz, 5850.5 MHz, and 5853.0 MHz (Earth-to-space). 

 
During the IOT of Intelsat 33e, Intelsat will continue to operate in the above referenced C-, Ku-, and Ka-
bands.  Intelsat has identified the operational satellites within +/-6 degrees of the IOT location.  

                                                 
1 Intelsat has filed this STA request, an FCC Form 159, and a $945.00 filing fee electronically via the 
International Bureau's Filing System.  
2 See Policy Branch Information; Actions Taken, Report No. SAT-01178, File No. SAT-STA-20160722-
00069 (Aug. 5, 2016) (Public Notice); See Policy Branch Information; Actions Taken, Report No. SAT-
01139, File No. SAT-LOA-20150327-00016 (Feb. 26, 2016) (Public Notice).  During the drift from 
59.55° E.L. to 60.0º E.L., only the satellite’s TT&C frequencies will be utilized.   
3 Intelsat did not seek authority, and is not licensed, to operate in this band at 60.0° E.L. 
 




