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August 14, 1996

Federal Communications Commission
Satellite and Radiocommunication Division
P.O. Box 358160

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15251-5160

Attention: Fern J. Jarmulnek, Chief
Satellite Policy Branch

Re: Hughes Communications Galaxy, Inc. Request for Further
Special Temporary Authority for Its SBS-4 Fixed Service
Satellite

Dear Ms. Jarmulnek:

Hughes Communications Galaxy, Inc. (“HCG”), licensee of the
SBS-4 fixed-service satellite, hereby requests a further grant of
special temporary authority to continue to operate that satellite
at its current location of 77° W.L. for an additional period of
180 days.

On August 29, 1994, HCG filed an application for modification
of the license of SBS-4 to extend the satellite’s license term,
or, alternatively, for special temporary authority to continue to
operate the satellite for a period of 180 days following the
expiration of the satellite’s license term.l HCG’s application was
placed on public notice on September 14, 1994,2 and NBC
subsequently filed comments in support of the application. The
Commission has not yet ruled on the application.

Since the 180-day period requested in HCG’s original STA
request was about to expire, HCG requested a further grant of
authority on February 28, 1995, to continue operating the
satellite for an additional 180 days. HCG subsequently filed
requests for further grants of special temporary authority
approximately every 180 days. Now that the 180-day period that

1Hughes Communications Galaxy, Inc., FCC File Nos. 59-DSS-ML-
94, 60-DSS-STA-94.

2Common Carrier Services Information, Report No. DS-1457

(released Sept. 14 p 1994) . HUGHES COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
PO. Box 9712, Long Beach, California 30810-9928

Telephone 310.525.5000
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HCG last requested is expiring, HCG requests further authority to
continue operating the satellite for an additional 180-day period.

As HCG stated in its original application, its ten-year
license term for SBS-4 has expired. Pursuant to Commission
authorization, SBS-4 was launched on August 29, 1984, and
successfully placed into geosynchronous orbit on approximately
September 7, 1984. The satellite was put into service in November
1984, and it has operated successfully to date. Pursuant to
Commission approval, SBS-4 was moved to 77° W.L. in February 1993.

At the 77° W.L. location, SBS-4 is fully dedicated to the NBC
network. HCG’'s business arrangement with NBC allows NBC to
utilize SBS-4 until the end of the satellite’s useful life. 1In
order to conserve fuel and prolong the useful life of the
satellite, and pursuant to Commission authority,3 HCG is operating
the satellite in an inclined orbit. HCG currently estimates that
SBS-4 has sufficient fuel remaining to continue to provide service
for approximately eight and one-half more years.

HCG has proposed to continue to operate the SBS-4 satellite
within the terms of its current license. Specifically, HCG has
reqguested that the Commission modify the license for SBS-4 to
extend HCG’s license term at 77° W.L. In the past, the Commission
has concluded that granting an application for modification of a
satellite’s license term to extend operating authority beyond the
original term serves the public interest by “provid[ing] an
opportunity for the public to continue receiving services” from
the satellite.4 HCG has urged the Commission to reach the same
result here. In the alternative, HCG has requested that the
Commission grant it an STA for a period of 180 days (the maximum
time permitted under the Commission’s rules5) so that it may
continue to operate SBS-4 following the expiration of its license,
and it hereby renews that reguest.

HCG acknowledges that, in the recent C and Ku band processing
round, the Commission assigned the 77° W.L. orbital location that
SBS-4 presently occupies to Loral Space and Communications Ltd.

3Hughes Communications Galaxy, Inc., 9 FCC Rcd 2155 (1994).

4american Telephone & Telegraph Co., 8 FCC Rcd 8741 (1993).

547 C.F.R. § 25.119(Db).
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for the Loral 2 hybrid (C and Ku band) satelliteé and that, upon
the launch of the Loral 2 satellite into the 77° W.L. orbital
location, HCG will need to relocate the SBS-4 satellite.

Grant of HCG's request will serve the public interest,
convenience, and necessity. It will allow HCG to continue to
provide essential, valuable satellite services over SBS-4 without
disruption to the NBC network and without requiring NBC to repoint
all of its earth stations. Significantly, grant of HCG’s further
STA request will not have any adverse effect on other users of the
orbital arc.

Accordingly, HCG requests a further grant of special
temporary authority to continue to operate its SBS-4 satellite at
77° W.L. for an additional period of 180 days.

- The undersigned certifies on behalf of HCG that neither HCG
nor its parent company, Hughes Communications, Inc. (“HCI”), nor
any of the officers or directors of HCG or HCI, is subject to a
denial of federal benefits that includes FCC benefits pursuant to
Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, 21 U.S.C. § 862.

Respectfully submitted,

HUGHES COMMUNICATIONS GALAXY, INC.

7
Scott B. Tollefdgen
Vice President, General Counsel
and Secretary

By:

BAassignment of Orbital Locations to Space Stations in the-

Domestic Fixed-Satellite Service, DA 96-713 (released May 7,
1996) .




PAUL R. WATKINS (1BG@-1873)
DAMA LATHAM (IBRB-IG74)

CHICAGO OFFICE
SEARS TOWER, SUITE 5800
CHICAGO, ILLINDIS 80808
TELEPHONE (312} 8768-7700

FAX {312) 0R3-0787

LONDON OFFICE
ONE ANGEL COURT
LONDON EC2R 7HJ ENGLAND
TELEPHONE + 44:171:374 4444
FAX + 44-171-374 4480

LoS ANGELES OFFICE
6833 WEST FIFTH STREET, SUITE 4000
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA R0071-2007
TELEFHONE (813} 4485-1234
FAX (213)891-8763

MOSCOW OFFICE
113/1 LENINSKY PROSPECT, SUITE €200
MOSCOW, RUSSIA lI7I0a
TELEPHONE + 7-503 P58-5555
FAX + 7-503 9568-5558

HAND DELIVERED

LATHAM & WATKINS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
IOO! PENNSYLVANIA AVE., N.W.
SUITE 1300
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004-2505
TELEPHONE (202) 637-2200
FAX (202) 837-220I

August 15, 1996

Federal Communications Commission
International Bureau -- Satellites

P.O. Box 358210

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15251-5210

Attn: Fern J. Jarmulnek, Chief, Satellite Policy Branch

Re:

Dear Ms. Jarmulnek:

NMEW JERSEY OFFIGE
ONE NMEWARK CENTER
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 071013174
TELEPHONE (201) 630-1234
FAX (201 630-7208

HEW YORK OFFIGE
B85 THIRD AVENUE, SUITE 1000
HNEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022-48B02
TELEPHONE (212) 206-1200
FAX (212) 781-4864

QRANGE COUNTY OFFICE
G50 TOWN CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 2000
COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA BESZ8-IRES
TELEPHONE (714) 5401235
FAX (7i4) 7B8-B200

=AN DIEQS OFFICE
701 "B" STREET, SUITE 2100
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA BZ2I0I-B197
TELEFHONE (819) 238-1234
FAX (819) 8Q8-74|0

SAN FRANGISCO QFFICE
505 MONTGOMERY STREET, SUITE 1800
SAN FRANMCISCO, CALIFORNIA @411I-2562
TELEFHONE (415) 381-0800
FAX (d415) 395-80095

uest for Further Special

Enclosed on behalf of Hughes Communications Galaxy, Inc., licensee of the
SBS-4 fixed-service satellite, are an original and four copies of a request for a further grant of
Special Temporary Authority to continue to operate that satellite at its current location of
77° W.L. for an additional period of 180 days. Also enclosed are an FCC Form 159 and a check
for $575.00 in payment of the filing fee for this STA request. The enclosed request contains an
Anti-Drug Abuse Act Certification.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Enclosures
cc (w/enclosures):

Very truly yours,

Teresa D. Baer

FCC Columbia Operations Center
Kathleen Campbell (hand delivered)



