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New ICO Satellite Services G.P. (“ICO”), the holder of a 2 GHz mobile satellite
service (“MSS”) letter of intent (“LOI”) authorization, submits these comments regarding
the above-captioned application (“Application”) filed by TerreStar Networks, Inc.
(“TerreStar”).

In its Application, TerreStar seeks to modify its 2 GHz MSS LOI authorization by
extending the milestone deadline for launching its satellite from November 2007 to
September 2008." TerreStar states that despite substantial progress made toward
completing construction of its satellite, a 10-month milestone extension is required
because of unforeseeable construction delays beyond its control. TerreStar attributes the
construction delays to unanticipated technical problems in the construction and delivery
of the S-band low noise amplifiers, oscillators, and S-band feed array.2

ICO supports the grant of an extension of TerreStar’s launch milestone deadline

for unanticipated technical problems encountered during construction. The Commission

! See TerreStar Application, Exh. 1, at 1 (June 8, 2007).
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has a longstanding policy of granting milestone extensions when the delay is due to
“circumstances beyond the licensee’s control” and particularly when those circumstances
involve “unanticipated technical problems with a satellite under construction.™
Additionally, the Commission has considered “the extent of a satellite’s construction and
the amounts paid toward the total contract price” as factors in granting milestone
extension requests.” Imposing milestones while granting extensions under appropriate
circumstances serves the Commission’s policy of preventing satellite licensees from
warehousing valuable spectrum and ensuring prompt delivery of service to the public.’
ICO suggests that the Commission evaluate TerreStar’s milestone extension
request under the Commission’s established milestone policy and precedent and grant the

request, subject to any modifications the Commission deems appropriate, if the

Commission determines that TerreStar’s delay is due to circumstances beyond its control.
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