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Table 1:  Ground Station Information 

Location 
# Passes 

 Per Day 

Average 

Contact 

Duration Per 

Pass 

(Minutes) 

GS Rx 

(Beam ID) 

GS Tx 

(Beam ID) 
Purpose1 

Svalbard, Norway 
8-10 

8 min 

SDA,  

XDA, 

XDB 

 

SUA 

LEOP, 

Primary  

Punta Arenas, Chile  

4-6 

8 min 

UDA, 

SDA,  

XDA, 

XDB 

SUA 
LEOP, 

Backup 

Mauritius 

2-3 

8 min 

UDA, 

SDA,  

XDA, 

XDB 

SUA 
LEOP, 

Backup 

Kandy, Sri Lanka 
2-3 

8 min UDA, SDA SUA 
LEOP, 

Backup 

Santa Maria, Portugal 
2-3 

8 min UDA, SDA SUA 
LEOP, 

Backup 

Unst, Scotland 
2-3 

8 min UDA, SDA SUA 
LEOP, 

Backup 

Azerbaijan 
2-3 

8 min UDA, SDA SUA 
LEOP, 

Backup 

Awarua, New Zealand 4-6 8 min 

UDA, 

SDA,  

XDA, 

XDB 

SUA Backup 

Inuvik, Canada 6-8 8 min UDA, SDA SUA Backup 

Jeju, South Korea 2-3 8 min UDA, SDA SUA Backup 

Hartebeesthoek, South 

Africa 
4-6 8 min 

UDA, 

SDA,  

XDA, 

XDB 

SUA Backup 

 
1
 For purposes of this table, following are the relevant definitions.  LEOP: Launch and Early Operations, used for 

commissioning the S/V; Primary: Used for primary data downlink; Backup: supplements primary in regular 

operations as needed; Can be used to substitute for another ground station in the event of a space or ground segment 

failure or issue.  
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Location 
# Passes 

 Per Day 

Average 

Contact 

Duration Per 

Pass 

(Minutes) 

GS Rx 

(Beam ID) 

GS Tx 

(Beam ID) 
Purpose1 

Bulgaria 3-4 8 min UDA, SDA SUA Backup 

La Paz, Mexico 3-4 8 min UDA, SDA SUA Backup 

Lomazzo, Italy 3-4 8 min UDA UUA Backup 

Boden, Sweden 3-4 8 min 

UDA, 

SDA, 

XDA, 

XDB 

UUA, SUA Backup 

 

 


