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May 11, 2015
BY EFILE

Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: DIRECTV Enterprises, LLC
File Nos. SAT-AMD-20150407-00018 & SAT-LOA-20140825094
Call Sign S2930

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Pursuant to Section 25.154(a) of the FCC’s rliEshoStar Satellite Operating Corporation
(“EchoStar”) submits these comments on the abolereeced amendment to the application of
DIRECTYV Enterprises, LLC (“DIRECTV”) to launch amperate a new satellite, DIRECTV 15,
at the nominal 103° W.L. locatidn.

EchoStar supports Commission grant of the reqasssét forth in the DIRECTV amendment)

for a waiver to permit a small amount of residugidm to remain on board at the end of
DIRECTV 15’s end of life but only if similar waivemmay be granted to other licensees opting to
construct and launch similarly designed sateliitethie future® In support of its request for a
waiver of the rules requiring a discharge of alretl energy sources on board at a satellite’s end
of life, DIRECTYV states that the DIRECTV 15 satellhas been constructed based on the
EuroStar 3000 spacecraft bus, which is designed aviiressurant tank that will contain a small
amount of residual helium at the satellite’s endifef* DIRECTYV further states that the
satellite’s EuroStar 3000 design makes it extreraelikely that the helium tank will leak or

burst, and that the residual gas will be storeceurdnditions that would make an accidental,
post-mission explosion even more unlikelfhese facts alone provide sufficient justificatio

for a waiver grant. The Commission’s decision nahswaivers should be based upon specific

! See 47 C.F.R. § 25.154(a).

% See Policy Branch Information: Satellite Space Applications Accepted for Filing, Public Notice, Report
No. SAT-01076, at 1 (Apr. 10, 2015) (finding DIREZ&mendment as acceptable for filing).

3 See DIRECTV Amendment, File No. SAT-AMD-20150407-000Mgarrative, at 3 (Apr. 7, 2015).
*Seeid. at 2, 4.
®Seeid. at 2-3.



findings regarding how the spacecraft design min@sithe likelihood of an accidental explosion
and thus meets the underlying objectives of thesful

Like DIRECTV, other licensees have opted or mayiophe future to construct their satellites
based upon the EuroStar 3000 or similar spacedeafgn, and they are equally deserving of
similar waivers. To ensure fair and consistentiegpon of its waiver policy, the Commission
should ensure that any waiver granted here is Boanahilable to all other licensees utilizing a
similar spacecraft design. Such a waiver grarntpdvide regulatory certainty and allow future
licensees, including DIRECTYV, to realize the fudinefits offered by the long heritage of the
EuroStar 3000 design.

Please direct any questions regarding this maitéret undersigned.

Sincerely,

[s/ Jennifer A. Manner
Jennifer A. Manner
Vice President of Regulatory Affairs

cc: Jose Albuquerque (FCC)
Kerry Murray (FCC)
Karl Kensinger (FCC)
Chip Fleming (FCC)
Parties on the attached Certificate of Service

® DIRECTV also states that DIRECTV 15 is alreadyyfebnstructed, and there is no longer an
opportunity to alter the spacecraft’s design taiemgompliance with the rule$Seeid. at 3. The
Commission, however, should reject those factslzses for a waiver grant because DIRECTV should
have been aware of the rules prior to constructonld have changed the spacecraft design to comply
with the rules prior to construction, and constedcat its own risk.



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Theresa L. Rollins, hereby certify under penaifyperjury that a copy of the foregoing
Comments was served on May 11, 2015 by first-cleesis upon the following:

William M. Wiltshire Stacy R. Fuller
Michael Nilsson Vice President, Regulatory Affairs
Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis LLP DIRECTV, LLC
1919 M Street NW 901 F Street NW
Suite 800 Suite 600
Washington, DC 20036 Washington, DC 20004
Counsel to DIRECTV
Daniel C.H. Mah Karis A. Hastings
Nancy Eskenazi SatCom Law LLC
SES Americom, Inc. 1317 F Street, NW
1129 20th Street, NW Suite 400
Suite 1000 Washington, DC 20004
Washington, DC 20036 Counsel to SES Americom, Inc.
Scott Gibson Jeffrey H. Blum
Vice President & General Counsel Alison A. Minea
Ciel Satellite Limited Partnership DISH Operating L.L.C.
116 Lisgar Street 1110 Vermont Avenue, NW
Suite 401 Suite 750
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0C2 Washington, DC 20005
CANADA

/s/ Theresa L. Rollins
Theresa L. Rollins




