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COMMENTS QF THE HOME ENTERTAINMENT TELEVISION NETWORK

THE HOME ENTERTAINMENT TELEVISION NETWORK hereby submits comments with
regard to the above referenced applications of Norris Satellite Commu—
nications, Inc.

THE HOME ENTERTAINMENT - TELEVISION NETWORK is a supplier of video
programming to mare than one hundred and three television hroadcast
stations, cable television systems and low-power television stations across
America. As such it has an interest in proposed facilities for the
distribution of video programming.

THE HOME ENTERTAINMENT TELEVISION NETWORK urges the Commission to process
expeditiously the application of Norris Satellite Communications, Inc. for
corstruction, launch and operation of a Ka—band communications satellite
system. The proposed system will provide additional facilities for uss by
video programmers such as THE HOME ENTERTAINMENT TELEVISION NETWORK
affording additional alternatives for ‘transmission facilities and
increasing options for all video mrogram suppliers.

In addition, THE HOME ENTERTAINMENT TELEVISION NETWORK supports in
particular the request of Norris Satellite Communications to povide 1its
services on a non—comzon carrier basis, in order to insure that the
proposed facilities are not used for the transmission of ohbseni ty or
pormography.  As Norris has mroposed in its application, it seeks authorit Y
to operate on a npon—common carrier basis to have the flexibili ty to
preclude such programming from transmission on its facilities.



-

The FCC Is well aware that satellite operators operating as common carriers
are prohibited from discrimina ting against Rrospective customers on the
basis of content of the program material to be transmitted., This Inability

Aumerous  programs of an okbscens and Indecent natwre to thousards, If not
millions, of homes in the United States, khile local district attarneys,
in  certain Iinstances,  have sought to take action against  these
transmissions, their efforts have had mixed resul ts.

A new programming  facility such as that roposed by Norris Satellite
Communications, Inc., would provide the oppartuni ty for transmission of
family-orijented programming to cable systenms, television stations, low-
power television stations and to receivers located at the homes of
Individual consumers. Such a froposed satellite system is clearl Y in the
public Interest.

In addition, THE HOWE ENTERTAINMENT TELEVISION NETWORK believes that
development and use of a new frequsncy band (Ka~band), as proposed by
Norris, will lead to the stimulation of the home receiver market.
Ultimately, receivers operating in the Ka—band, Mkuilt in large quantities
will be low in cost ard size, enabling millions of Americans, currently
excluded from receipt of local television signals and/or unable to utilize
C- or Ku-band receivers, to receive television programming from this
system.

Wherefore, in view of the foregoing, THE HOME ENTERTAINMENT YE_Z.EVIS‘.{ON
NETHWORK  respectrfull Y wyges the Commmission to take mompt  action with
regard to the applications of Nerz-is Satellite Communications, Inc.
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