YOLUNTEERS IN TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

12 March 1989

. Marjorie Roman Sales

eorstary .
deral Communications Commission

e
5 12 Strest, SW
ashington, DC 20554 \

1

Ref.: AfriSpace; Inc.
~|. Flle No, C88-00-017 [IBFS File No, SAT-LOA-19800728-00002];

Amendment
Flle No, SAT-AMD-19880125-00016 (call sign 52367)

Dear Ms. Sales:

| am writing to support the above-refarenced licansa application on behalf
f AfriSpace, Inc., whally owned by the WorldSpace Corporation.

™

VITA Is & nonprofit 501(3)3 organlization charterad in Virginia with a nearly
0 year history working on behalf of the people of Asla, Africa and Latin America.
e supply technical information and project assistance, especially for use in rural
nd remote regijons. For almost half of aur history we have also expsrimented
ith a variety of communlcations technologles to enhance these efforts and In
892 was awarded & Ploneer's Preference license by the FCC for our work In the
NG MSS service,

Given this backgroynd, we have also allied ourselves with those US-
ased institutions and companies whose operating philesophy complements our
wn mandate, We are very proud to he able to state that the WerldSpace
orporation and its goal of providing milliens of low-cest digital receivers with

igh quality entertainment and informatien to listeners throughout the develaping
orid s first on our list of collaborators, We have abserved and admired
oridSpace and lta Isadership for many years, imbedded In Its publie

iscourses and promotional materials is s intention nat only te be a commercial
ﬁuc‘cess which cbviously it must be, but also a real desire to make a positive
difference in the lives of usually forgotten citizens on a world scale,

VITA has just signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the
WorldSpace Foundation which states in part that “the parties are conaidering [a
pilot project which] would Invalve the installation by WordSpace Foundation of a
number of dighal radio reteivers for reception of its Afristar™ broadcasts In te st
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sites in selected schoolraoms and other'facilities In rural South Africa. At the
sams sites, VITA would Install transceivers and computers for transmission of
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all through the LEO satellitas to which VITA has acesss, This linkage would

form a single tenminal capable of supporting two-way communications.”

The patential of this relationship for the goed of underprivileged African

schoolchildren cannot be upderestimated. it is our hope that it will be replicated

many places throughout the continent and indeed around the world,
We urge the FCC to grant the AfriSpace application and issue il a private

intemational satellite license without delay,




