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Senior Counsel

March 26, 1997

Mr. William F. Cayton Ree::eivecf

Acting Secretary

Federal Communications Commission APR 0 9 1997

1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554 Sateliite Policy Branoh
international Bureau

Re: Mobile Communications Holdings, Inc.
File Nos. 11-DSS-P-91(6)
18-DSS-P-91(18)
11-SAT-LA-95
12-SAT-Amend-95

Dear Mr. Cayton:

It has just come to our attention that a letter, dated March 14, 1997, was filed
with the Commission by The Honorable Edolphus Towns, Member of Congress,
urging a prompt grant of the above-referenced "Big Leo" satellite application of
Mobile Communications Holding, Inc. ("MCHI").

We are serving copies of the enclosed letter from Congressman Towns on all
of the parties to this proceeding, the Commissioners, and Staff Officials of the
International Bureau, all of whom are listed on the attached certificate of service.

Sincerely,

AT G

Jill Abeshouse Stern
Robert E. Conn

Attorneys for MCHI
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HAABEVEMMINTAL RECATIONS

The Honorable Reed Rundt gECE&V%S
Chairman

Faderal Communications Commisaion
1519 ¥ Btreet, N.W. MAR 2 6 1997

Washington, D.C. 20564 .
Foderal Communications Gommission
Deaar Chairman Hundt; (ifies of Seorotary

Purguant to my initial an:h? to William Caton, dated January
13, 1997, I am inquiring about the Dternational Bureau review of the
MCHI "Big Leo" license applicaticn. MWCHI is a small bugineasg which
will offer, through its Ellipee syatem, low cost, wirsless telephony
around the world, including rural arsas. Te date, of the thrse
-icenses grantad, all have bean awardad to giancs in the indugcry, tone
¢f which have demonstrated teshnieal superiority to MCRI's Rllipsc
.thE\v

Thare are four primary reapens vhy it is vitally important that

MCHI be awarded a license. MCHI nas devel d an outstanding
gutmuhi with Vula Communications of South Rfr oa. which is ownad
major black trade uniens, business and ¢ivic groups. Additionally,
the partnarehip will apur sepnomie dsvelopment for South Afei{ca, by
provr;ing quality lov-cost servies, Purther, it is eritical that the
Commission move expeditiouoliy. The process of consideraticn of the
license application has profound cost licatiens for undezr-served
compunities as well as important partnsya in emevging world econonliesn,

Finally, the Commission was able to make an initial decisicn in
favar of the three large firm Applicants within three weaks of tha
close of the pleading cycls in JRUUATY 31995. Two yeaars lataer, apd five
wetks after the clcee ®f the ocurreas piédding cyole for cthe two
remaining small firm applicants, the Commission has yet to respond.
This raises troubling questions of faizness and equitable treatment
towaxds small firm applicants. _

Cleaxly, the mexits of awardi the licease favor NCHI. I
fnocurage you cc expedite your processing of this licanse application,
and look forvard to a speady resclution to this matter. Thank you for
your consideration and assigtancs.

rely,

iphua Towna
ember of Congress



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

[ hereby certify that copies of the foregoing document were served by first class mail,
postage prepaid, or hand-delivered, on this 26th day of March, 1997, on the following persons:

*Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

*Commissioner James H. Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

*Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

*Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

*Julius Genachowski, Esq.

Special Assistant

Office of the Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

*William E. Kennard, Esq.
General Counsel
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 614
Washington, D.C. 20554

*Donald H. Gips

Chief, International Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, N.W., Room 800
Washington, DC 20554



*Peter Cowhey
Acting Chief Designate
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, N.W,
Room 849
Washington, D.C. 20554

*John Stern

Senior Legal Advisor to the

Chief, International Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, N.W., Room 800
Washington, DC 20554

*Fern J. Jarmulnek, Branch Chief
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, N.-W., Room 518
Washington, D.C. 20554

*Karl Kensinger, Esq.
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, N.W., Room 521
Washington, D.C. 20554

*Cassandra Thomas
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, N.W., Room 800
Washington, DC 20554

*William H. Bell
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 508
2000 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Philip L. Malet, Esq.

Marc A. Paul, Esq.

Steptoe & Johnson, LLP

1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036



Robert A. Mazer, Esq.

Vinson & Elkins

1455 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20006

Norman P. Leventhal, Esq.
Raul R. Rodriguez, Esq.
Stephen D. Baruch, Esq.
Leventhal, Senter & Lerman
2000 K Street, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20006-1809

Lon C. Levin

Vice President & Regulatory Counsel
AMSC Subsidiary Corporation
10802 Parkridge Boulevard

Reston, VA 22091

William Wallace

Crowell & Moring LLP

1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20004

Leslie Taylor, Esq.

Leslie Taylor Associates
6800 Carlynn Court
Bethesda, MD 20817-4302

L - :
! ) /

D/arryl A. Davis

*Hand delivered
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