
B
eforeth

e

	

ORIGINAL
F

E
D

E
R

A
L

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IC
A

T
IO

N
S C

O
M

M
ISSIO

N
W

ashington, D
.C

. 20554

In the M
atter of

	

)
FILED/ACCEPTED

U
N

-42008
L

IN
C

O
L

N
V

IL
L

E
 T

E
L

E
P

H
O

N
E

 C
O

M
P

A
N

Y
,

	

)

	

FederajC
Q

,,m
unjct,

L
IN

C
O

L
N

V
IL

L
E

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IC
A

T
IO

N
S, IN

C
.,

	

)

	

Office Of the
0mmn1SS1on

T
ID

E
 W

A
T

E
R

 T
E

L
E

C
O

M
, IN

C
.,

	

)

	

F
ile

N
o

._
_

_
_

_
_

_
L

IN
C

O
L

N
V

L
L

L
E

 N
E

T
W

O
R

K
S, IN

C
., and

	

)
SH

IR
L

E
Y

 M
A

N
N

IN
G

)
F

O
R

 C
O

N
SE

N
T

 T
O

 T
R

A
N

SF
E

R
 O

F
 C

O
N

T
R

O
L

 A
N

D

	

)
A

SSIG
N

M
E

N
T

 O
F

 A
SSE

T
S O

F
 C

O
M

P
A

N
IE

S

	

)
H

O
L

D
IN

G
 D

O
M

E
ST

IC
A

N
D

IN
T

E
R

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L

	

)
A

U
T

H
O

R
IT

IE
S P

U
R

SU
A

N
T

 T
O

 SE
C

T
IO

N
 214 O

F
 T

H
E

)

	

w

C
O

M
M

U
N

IC
A

T
IO

N
S A

C
T

 O
F

 1934, A
S

A
M

E
N

D
E

D

	

)

	

P
o
licy

 n
j.

Ifltem
ajjo

i;i.r1

JO
IN

T
 A

P
P

L
IC

A
T

IO
N

 F
O

R
 C

O
N

SE
N

T
 T

O
 T

R
A

N
SF

E
R

 C
O

N
T

R
O

L
A

N
D

 A
SSIG

N
M

E
N

T
 O

F
 A

SSE
T

S P
U

R
SU

A
N

T
 T

O
T

H
E

 C
O

M
M

IS
S

IO
N

'S
ST

R
E

A
M

L
IN

E
D

 P
R

O
C

E
SSIN

G
 R

U
L

E
S

L
incolnville T

elephone C
om

pany ("L
incoinville"), L

incolnville C
om

m
unications, Inc.

("C
om

m
unications"), T

idew
ater T

elecom
, Inc. ("T

idew
ater"), and L

incolnville N
etw

orks, Inc.

("N
etw

orks"), together w
ith their proposed m

ajority ow
ner, Shirley M

anning (collectively,

"A
pplicants"), respectfully request authorization pursuant to Section 214 of the C

om
m

unications A
ct,

as am
ended, and Sections 63.03 and 63.04(a) of the C

om
m

ission's R
ules, to accom

plish a proposed

corporate reorganization and ow
nership change, as described herein. T

his A
pplication is being filed

sim
ultaneously w

ith the International B
ureau and the W

ireline C
om

petition B
ureau.

E
ach of L

incolnville and T
idew

ater is a rural incum
bent local exchange carrier ("IL

E
C

"),

providing local exchange and exchange access services in rural portions of M
aine. C

om
m

unications

provides interstate and international interexchange services, as w
ell as com

petitive local exchange

services and video program
m

ing services.
M

s. M
anning currently serves as the President and G

eneral

M
anager of each of L

incolnville, T
idew

ater and C
om

m
unications, and w

ill occupy the sam
e position

in N
etw

orks.
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T
he proposed transaction w

ill not result in any loss or im
pairm

ent of services to existing

subscribers. Furtherm
ore, no change in service or rates is contem

plated upon consum
m

ation of the

proposed transactions.
Subscribers w

ill be inform
ed of the change in the identity of service provider

in accordance w
ith the requirem

ents of Section 64.1120 of the C
om

m
ission's R

ules.

T
he proposed transaction is entitled to stream

lined treatm
ent pursuant to section

63.03(b)(2)(iii) of the C
om

m
ission's R

ules. T
he proposed reorganization and change of ow

nership

w
ill result in all affiliated com

panies having a m
arket share in the interstate, interexchange m

arket of

less than 10%
; the rural L

E
C

 subsidiaries having, in com
bination, few

er than tw
o (2) percent of the

subscriber lines installed in the aggregate nationw
ide; and the transaction w

ould result in no new

overlapping or adjacent service areas.

In support of this request, A
pplicants respectfully subm

it the follow
ing inform

ation:

Section 63.04 A
pplication - D

om
estic Section 214 A

uthorization

(1)

	

N
am

e, address and telephone num
ber of each applicant:

L
incoinville T

elephone C
om

pany
P

0 B
ox 199

L
incolnville C

enter, M
aine 04850

(207) 763-9911

L
incoinvifie C

om
m

unications, Inc.
P

0 B
ox 200

L
incoinville C

enter, M
aine 04850

(207) 763-9900

T
idew

ater T
elecom

, Inc.
133

B
ack M

eadow
 R

oad
N

obleboro, M
aine 04555

(207) 563-9911

L
incolnville N

etw
orks, Inc.

P
0 B

ox 199
L

incoinville C
enter, M

aine 04850
(207) 763-9911

M
s. Shirley M

anning
133

B
ack M

eadow
 R

oad
N

obleboro, M
aine

04555
(207) 563-9911
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(2)

	

G
overnm

ent, state or territory under the law
s of w

hich each corporate or
partnership applicant is organized:

E
ach corporate applicant is organized under the law

s of the State of M
aine.

(3)
N

am
e, title, post office address, and telephone num

ber of the officer or contact point to
w

hom
 correspondence concerning the application is to be addressed:

F
or all corporate applicants and M

s. M
anning:

M
s. Shirley M

anning
P

0 B
ox 199

L
incolnville C

enter, M
aine 04850

(207) 763-9911

w
ith a copy to C

ounsel:

Sylvia L
esse

C
om

m
unications A

dvisory C
ounsel, L

L
C

2154
W

isconsin A
ve., N

W
W

ashington, D
C

 20007
(202) 333-5273 (phone)

(4)

	

N
am

e, address, citizenship and principal business of any person or entity that
directly ow

ns at least ten (10) percent of the equity of the applicant, and the percentage
of equity ow

ned by each of those entities:

L
incolnville T

elephone C
om

pany

C
urrently, no person or entity ow

ns ten percent or m
ore of the equity of L

incolnville
T

elephone C
om

pany.
M

s. M
anning currently holds an indirect interest in L

incolnville by virtue of
her

98.5%
ow

nership interest in Shepard H
ill, Inc., w

hich ow
ns less than ten percent of L

incoinville
shares.

L
incolnville C

om
m

unications, Inc.

N
am

e
&

A
ddress

%
E

quity

	

C
itizenship

Principal B
usiness

L
incolnville T

elephone C
om

pany 100%

	

U
SA

	

telecom
m

unications

T
idew

ater T
elecom

, Inc.

N
am

e &
 A

ddress

	

E
quity

	

C
itizenship

Principal B
usiness

C
oastal T

elco Services, Inc.

	

100%

	

U
SA

	

inform
ation services



C
oastal T

elco Services, Inc. ("C
oastal") is a w

holly-ow
ned subsidiary of L

incoinville
T

elephone C
om

pany, Inc. C
oastal provides various m

anagem
ent and other services to both

L
incoinville and T

idew
ater, and provides internet services to the public. C

oastal is organized under
the law

s of the State of M
aine.

L
incoinville N

etw
orks, Inc.

U
nder the reorganization plan, L

incolnville N
etw

orks, Inc. ("N
etw

orks"), a M
aine

corporation, w
ill be a w

holly-ow
ned subsidiary of L

incolnville T
elephone C

om
pany (under new

ow
nership).

(5)
C

ertification pursuant to 47 C
.F

.R
. Sections 1.2001 through 1.2003 that no party to the

application
is

subject to denial of F
ederal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of the A

nti-D
rug

A
buse A

ct of 1988.

A
ll parties to this application hereby certify, pursuant to 47 C

.F.R
. Sections 1.2001 - 1.2003, that

no party to the present application is subject to denial of Federal benefits pursuant to section 5301
of the A

nti-D
rug A

buse A
ct of 1988.

(6)
D

escription of the T
ransaction:

M
s. M

anning has form
ed and ow

ns
98.5%

of Shepard H
ill, Inc.1 ("Shepard H

ill"), a M
aine

corporation. U
nder the plan of reorganization, Shepard H

ill w
ill m

erge w
ith L

incolnville (w
hich w

ill
be the surviving corporation). T

his m
erger w

ill result in the change of control of (1) L
incolnville, (2)

C
oastal, the parent of T

idew
ater, and (3) L

incoinville's direct w
holly-ow

ned subsidiary,
C

om
m

unications. In addition, as part of the reorganization, T
idew

ater, currently an indirectly-ow
ned

subsidiary of L
incolnvile, w

ill becom
e a direct subsidiary of L

incolnville, under its new
 ow

nership.
Finally, new

ly-form
ed N

etw
orks, a subsidiary of L

incoinville, w
ill assum

e the regulated assets and
operations of L

incoinville.
N

etw
orks w

ill continue the exchange and exchange access services
currently provided by L

incolnville.2 In sum
, new

ly-reorganized L
incolnville, under new

 ow
nership,

w
ill operate as a holding com

pany w
ith four direct subsidiaries: N

etw
orks and T

idew
ater, each

providing IL
E

C
 exchange and exchange access services; C

om
m

unications, providing interstate and
international interexchange services, cable and com

petitive local exchange services; and C
oastal,

providing unregulated internet and m
anagem

ent support services. E
xcept for the assum

ption of
L

incoinville's IL
E

C
 operations by N

etw
orks, there w

ill be no change in current operations.

(7)
D

escription of the geographic areas in w
hich the assignor and assignee (and their affiliates)

offer dom
estic telecom

m
unications services, and w

hat services are provided in each area:

L
incoinville (as w

ill its successor, N
etw

orks) provides IL
E

C
 exchange and exchange access in

the rural exchanges of L
incolnville and L

incolnville B
each, M

aine. T
idew

ater provides exchange and
exchange access services in B

rem
en, D

am
ariscotta, N

ew
 H

arbor, Sheepscot, South B
ristol and U

nion,
M

aine. C
om

m
unications provides interstate and international interexchange services to the

subscribers of L
incolnville (and w

ill continue such services to the subscribers of L
incoinville' s

successor, N
etw

orks) and T
idew

ater. C
om

m
unications also provides cable services in L

incolnville

T
he rem

aining equity interest in Shepard H
ill, Inc. is ow

ned jointly by M
s. M

anning and her children.

2

	

B
ecause subscribers w

ill encounter a carrier nam
e change due to this elem

ent of the proposed reorganization,
A

pplicants w
ill provide the required notifications pursuant to Section 64.1120 of the C

om
m

ission's R
ules.
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and H
ope, M

aine and com
petitive local exchange and exchange access services in C

am
den, B

elfast,
and R

ockland,M
aine, w

here Fairpoint C
om

m
unications, Inc. is the incum

bent telephone service
provider, as w

ell as dedicated high-capacity service to requesting subscribers throughout the State of
M

aine. A
pplicants anticipate that all current services w

ill continue after the proposed reorganization.

(8)
Statem

ent as to how
 the application fits into one or m

ore of the presum
ptive stream

lined
categories in section 63.03 or w

hy it
is

otherw
ise appropriate for stream

lined treatm
ent:

T
he instant A

pplication is entitled to stream
lined processing under Section 63 .03(b))(2) (iii) of

the C
om

m
ission's R

ules because (a) applicant local exchange carriers collectively serve few
er than

tw
o (2) percent of the nation's subscriber lines; to the extent com

petitive local exchange service is
offered, it is offered w

ithin the service territory of a dom
inant local exchange telephone com

pany that
it not a party to the proposed transaction; and there are no new

 overlapping or adjacent service areas
am

ong applications arising as a result of the proposed transactions;3 and (b) the proposed transfer
w

ould result in no change in the A
pplicants' interstate, interexchange m

arket share, w
hich is less than

10 percent.

C
ollectively, A

pplicants serve approxim
ately 13,000 access lines in rural M

aine. T
his total

com
prises a m

inute fraction of the approxim
ately 170,000,000 access lines in the nation.

S
ee

Federal
C

om
m

unications C
om

m
ission: T

rends in T
elephone Service, February, 2007 (T

able 8.1, E
nd-U

ser
Sw

itched A
ccess L

ines as of June, 2006).

T
here is no overlap of service territories, and no change in existing instances of adjacent

service areas. N
o party is affiliated w

ith a facilities-based interstate dom
estic toll carrier. A

ll
dom

estic interstate toll services are offered through the resale of the services of unaffihiated, facilities-
based exchange carriers. C

om
m

unications serves few
er than one percent (1.0%

) of the interstate,
interexchange m

arket.

T
he proposed transaction w

ill have no adverse effect on com
petition. T

he A
pplicants' m

arkets
are individually and collectively so sm

all that the proposed transaction w
ill have no perceptible effect

on com
petition. A

ccordingly, grant of stream
lined treatm

ent for this A
pplication is consistent w

ith
C

om
m

ission precedent.

(9)
Identification of all other C

om
m

ission applications related to the sam
e

transaction:

A
pplication for transfer of control of C

om
m

unication's International Section 214 authorization
(File N

o. IT
C

-214-200501 14-000 14) is filed contem
poraneously herew

ith.

(10)
Statem

ent of w
hether the applicants are requesting special consideration because either

party to the transaction is facing im
m

inent business failure:

N
o party to the application is requesting special consideration because of im

m
inent business

failure.

L
incoinville's L

incoinville exchange is adjacent to T
idew

ater's U
nion exchange. C

om
m

unications' com
petitive

local exchange service territory of C
am

den, M
aine borders L

incoinville's L
incoinville and L

incoinville B
each exchanges,

as w
ell as T

idew
ater's U

nion exchange.
S



(11)
Identification of any separately filed w

aiver requests being sought in conjunction w
ith the

transaction:

T
here are no separately filed w

aiver requests being sought in conjunction w
ith the transaction.

(12)
Statem

ent show
ing how

 grant of the application w
ill serve the public interest, convenience

and necessity, including any additional inform
ation that m

ay be necessary to show
 the

effect of the proposed transaction on com
petition in dom

estic m
arkets:

T
he proposed transaction w

ill serve the public interest by ensuring no interruption of service
and no inconvenience to the affected custom

ers. C
urrent m

anagem
ent, having already dem

onstrated
the necessary technical and m

anagerial capabilities to provide quality telecom
m

unications services,
w

ill assum
e greater ow

nership position to continue its provision and expansion of Iraditional and
advanced telecom

m
unications services required by its subscribers. A

ccordingly, A
pplicants

respectfully request that the C
om

m
ission grant the A

pplication as soon as practicable.

T
ransfer of C

ontrol of International Section 214 A
uthorization

A
pplicant C

om
m

unications resells sw
itched international long distance toll services to

residential and business custom
ers pursuant to an international Section 214 authorization granted by

the C
om

m
ission under File N

o. IT
C

-214-200501 14-000 14.
U

nder the proposed change of
ow

nership and corporate reorganization, C
om

m
unication's direct parent, L

incolnville, w
ill have new

ow
nership. T

o effect the transfer of the subject authorization, A
pplicants subm

it the follow
ing

inform
ation in accordance w

ith the requirem
ents of Section 63.24(e) of the C

om
m

ission's R
ules:

(1)
N

am
e, address and telephone num

ber of each applicant:

Please see inform
ation provided above in response to Item

 1 above.

(2)
G

overnm
ent, state or territory under the law

s of w
hich each corporate or partnership

applicant is organized

Please see inform
ation provided above in response to Item

 2 above.

(3)
N

am
e, title, post office address, and telephone num

ber of the officer or contact point to
w

hom
 correspondence concerning the application

is
to be addressed

Please see inform
ation provided above in response to Item

 3 above.

(4)
Statem

ent as to w
hether the applicant had previously received authority under Section 214

of the A
ct.

O
ther than the Section 214 authorization under consideration, no A

pplicant has previously received
such authorization.

(5)
A

pplication purpose.

A
pplicants seek authorization for a transfer of control of the international Section 214 authorization

held under File N
o. 1T

C
-214-200501 14-00014. A

pplicants certify that all parties w
ill com

ply w
ith

the term
s and conditions of Sections 63.21 and 63.23 of the C

om
m

ission's R
ules.
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(6)
N

on-stream
lined services.

N
/A

(7)
E

nvironm
ental A

ssessm
ent

N
/A

(8)
N

am
e, address, citizenship and principal business of any person or entity that directly or

indirectly ow
ns at least ten percent of the equity of the applicant entities:

Please see inform
ation provided above in response to Item

 4 above.

(9)
C

ertification as to w
hether or not T

ransferee/A
ssignee is, or is affiliated w

ith, a foreign
carrier.

C
om

m
unications certifies that neither it nor any affiliate or successor is or w

ill be foreign carriers,
and that neither it nor any affiliate or successor is or w

ill be affiliated w
ith any foreign carrier.

(10)
C

ertffication as to w
hether or not T

ransferee/A
ssignee seeks to provide international

telecom
m

unications services to any country for w
hich certain conditions are true.

C
om

m
unications certifies that neither it nor any affiliate or successor w

ill provide international
telecom

m
unications to any destination country for w

hich C
om

m
unications or an affiliate or successor

(1) is a foreign carrier in that country; (2) controls a foreign carrier in that country; (3) is ow
ned m

ore
than

25%
by or controlled by an entity that controls a foreign carrier in that country.

(11)
Show

ing regarding provision of international telecom
m

unications service to a country
w

here the applicant is a foreign carrier or is affiliated w
ith a foreign carrier.

N
/A

(12)
R

egulatory classification under Section 63.10 of the R
ules for foreign-affiliated carrier.

N
/A

(13)
C

ertification that applicant has not agreed to accept special concessions directly or
indirectly from

 any foreign carrier.

A
pplicants and their affiliates certify that it has not agreed to accept special concessions directly or

indirectly from
 any foreign carrier w

ith respect to any U
S international route w

here the foreign carrier
possesses m

arket pow
er on the foreign end of the route and w

ill not enter into such agreem
ents in the

ftLture.

7



(14)
C

ertification pursuant to 47 C
.F

.R
§

1.2001-1.2003 that no party to the application is
subject to denial of federal benefits pursuant to section 5301 of the A

nti-D
rug A

buse A
ct of

1988, 21 U
.S.C

.
§ 583

A
pplicants hereby certify, pursuant to 47 C

.F
.R

. § 1.2001-1.2003, that to the best of their
know

ledge, inform
ation, and belief, no party to the application is subject to denial of federal benefits

pursuant to section 5301 of the A
nti-D

rug A
buse A

ct of 1988, 21 U
.S.C

. §
583.

(15)
Q

ualification for stream
lined processing.

T
his application qualifies for stream

lined processing under Sections 63.12(a) and (b) of the
C

om
m

ission's rules. N
o party is affiliated w

ith any foreign carrier in any destination m
arket. N

o
party has an affiliation w

ith a dom
inant U

S carrier w
hose international sw

itched or private line
services the applicants seek authority to resell, and none is anticipated as a result of the public
offering w

hich likely w
ill result in w

idely held interests. N
o party to this application seeks authority

to provide sw
itched basic services over private lines to a country for w

hich the C
om

m
ission has not

previously authorized the provision of sw
itched services over private lines. A

uthorization is sought to
com

plete a public sale w
hich w

ould continue the current operations as a non-dom
inant carrier

reselling the international sw
itched services of one or m

ore unaffiliated U
S carriers.

R
espectfully subm

itted,

L
IIN

C
O

L
N

V
IL

L
E

T
E

L
E

P
H

O
N

E
 C

O
M

P
A

N
Y

,
L

IN
C

O
L

N
V

IL
L

E
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IC

A
T

IO
N

S, IN
C

.,
T

ID
E

W
A

T
E

R
 T

E
L

E
C

O
M

, IN
C

.,
L

1N
C

O
L

N
V

IL
L

E
 N

E
T

W
O

R
K

S, IN
C

., and
SH

IR
L

E
Y

 M
A

N
N

IN
G

B
y:

Sylvia L
esse

T
heir C

ounsel

C
om

m
unications A

dvisory C
ounsel, L

L
C

2154 W
isconsin A

venue, N
W

W
ashington, D

C
 20554

(202) 333-5273

June 4, 2008

R



D
E

C
L

A
R

A
T

IO
N

 O
F

 SH
IR

L
E

Y
 M

A
N

N
IN

G

I,
Shirley M

anning, President and G
eneral M

anager of L
incoinville T

elephone
C

om
pany, L

incoinville C
om

m
unications, Inc., T

idew
ater T

elecom
, Inc., and L

incolnville
N

etw
orks, Inc., do hereby declare under penalties of perjury that I have read the

foregoing "JO
IN

T
 A

P
P

L
IC

A
T

IO
N

 FO
R

 C
O

N
SE

N
T

 T
O

 T
R

A
N

SFE
R

 O
F C

O
N

T
R

O
L

A
N

D
 A

S
S

IG
N

M
E

N
T

 O
F

 A
S

S
E

T
S

 P
U

R
S

U
A

N
T

 T
O

 T
H

E
 C

O
M

M
IS

S
IO

N
'S

ST
R

E
A

M
L

IN
E

D
 P

R
O

C
E

SSIN
G

 R
U

L
E

S," and the inform
ation contained therein is true

and accurate to the best of m
y know

ledge, inform
ation, and belief.

D
ate



C
E

R
T

IF
IC

A
T

E
 O

F
 SE

R
V

IC
E

I, Sylvia L
esse, of C

om
m

unications A
dvisory C

ounsel, L
L

C
, do hereby verify

that on this
4th

day of June, 2008, I caused to be sent via First C
lass U

S M
ail, postage

prepaid, the foregoing "Joint A
pplication for C

onsent to T
ransfer C

ontrol and
A

ssignm
ent of A

ssets P
ursuant to the C

om
m

ission's Stream
lines P

rocessing R
ules" o the

follow
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