
B
efore the

F
E

D
E

R
A

L
 C

O
M

M
IU

C
A

T
IO

N
S

 C
O

M
M

IS
S

IO
N

W
ashington, D

.C
.

20554

In the M
atter of

C
horus C

om
m

unications G
roup, L

td.
S

rea
m

h
n

ed

	

T
G

-T
IC

-2O
O

1 O
326-O

6
4

R
O

N
E

E
R

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IO
A

flO
N

S
, N

C
.

Petition to transfer authority under
Section 214 of the C

om
m

unications A
ct

of 1934, as am
ended, for global

authority to operate as an international
resale carrier

A
pplication

P
ioneer C

om
m

unications, Inc. ('P
ioneer" or "T

ransferor") and C
horus

C
om

m
unications G

roup, L
td. ("C

horus" or "T
ransferee") hereby request authority,

pursuant to Section 214 of the C
om

m
unications A

ct of 1934, as am
ended, 47 U

.S.C
.

§ 214, and Section 63.18 of the C
om

m
ission's R

ules, 47 C
.F.R

. § 63.18, for the
transfer control of Pioneer's Section 214 authority to provide international resale
services betw

een the U
nited States and international points from

 Pioneer to C
horus,

File N
o. IT

C
-90-145.

D
ickeyville T

elephone C
orporation, then a w

holly ow
ned subsidiary of Pioneer, w

as
originally granted authority under Section 214 of the A

ct in FC
C

 File N
o. IT

C
-90-

145.
A

lthough the C
om

m
ission's records (and Pioneer's files) are not clear, it

appears that pursuant to a pro form
a transfer of control (FC

C
 File N

o. IT
C

-T
/C

-
1996 1220-00002) Pioneer currently holds this Section 214 authority. T

he parties
seek FC

C
 approval of the transfer of control over this authority to C

horus.

T
he subject transfer of control w

as part of a larger transaction, effective June 1,
1997, by w

hich Pioneer and M
id-Plains, Inc. ("M

id-Plains") m
erged w

ith and into
w

holly ow
ned subsidiaries of a new

ly created parent corporation, C
horus, leaving

Pioneer and M
id-Plains as w

holly ow
ned subsidiaries of C

horus (the "C
horus

M
erger"). T

he consideration for the C
horus M

erger w
as the issuance of shares of

C
horus to the shareholders of Pioneer and M

id-Plains in exchange for their shares in
Pioneer and M

id-Plains.



T
he parties inadvertently closed the C

horus M
erger w

ithout having filed applications
seeking the C

om
m

ission's approval of the resulting transfer of control. In the process
of preparing for the pending acquisition of C

horus by T
elephone and D

ata System
s,

Inc. ("T
D

S
"), C

horus discovered this failure and notified C
om

m
ission staff. A

sim
ilar request w

as m
ade in the application for transfer of control over P

ioneer from
C

horus to T
D

S
 in F

ile N
o. IT

C
-T

/C
-20010307-00128. B

ased on discussions w
ith

C
om

m
ission Staff, that request w

as w
ithdraw

n and is now
 being presented here, in a

separate application.

In light of the International and E
nforcem

ent B
ureaus' January 30, 2001 public

notice, D
A

 0ll88,1 C
horus is filing this application seeking C

om
m

ission approval
for the transfer of control that occurred in the C

horus M
erger. T

he parties request
that the C

om
m

ission approve this application and resolve the apparent prior failures
and uncertainties and that no further action be required for the change of control over
P

ioneer's Section 214 authorization for the C
horus M

erger.

P
ioneer serves 2,918 pre-subscribed long distance custom

ers. P
ioneer provides long

distance service to approxim
ately 0.08%

 of W
isconsin custom

ers.2 A
s part of its

long distance services offering, P
ioneer provides international service to these

custom
ers.

A
ll international services are provided through the resale of other

carriers' services.

T
he C

horus M
erger increased the efficiency in providing high-quality services in the

com
m

unities served by P
ioneer as w

ell as com
petition in the provision of telecom

-
m

unications services and served the public interest, convenience and necessity by
prom

oting com
petition in the international services m

arket. C
om

petition in this
m

arket benefitted U
.S. consum

ers by increasing service options and low
ering prices.

'D
A

 0 1-188 announced a 90-day period in w
hich the International and E

nforcem
ent

B
ureaus do not expect to initiate enforcem

ent actions against entities filing late
applications for authorizations for transfers of or changes of control over 214
authorizations.

2A
ll figures in this section are as of D

ecem
ber 31, 2000.
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Section 63.18 Inform
ation

T
he follow

ing inform
ation is subm

itted, as required by Section 63.18 of the
C

om
m

ission's R
ules, in support of the parties request for authorization of the

transfer.

(a)
T

he nam
e, address and telephone num

ber of Pioneer is:

Pioneer C
om

m
unications, Inc.

140 N
orth M

onroe Street
L

ancaster,
W

I 53813
T

elephone: (608) 723-4140

N
am

e and A
ddress of C

horus is:

C
horus C

om
m

unications G
roup, L

td.
8501 E

xcelsior D
rive

M
adison, W

I
53717

T
elephone: (608) 826-4200

(b)
Pioneer is a corporation organized under the law

s of the State of W
isconsin.

C
horus is a corporation organized under the law

s of the State of W
isconsin.

(c)
C

orrespondence concerning this application should be sent to:

G
rant Spellm

eyer
C

horus C
om

m
unications G

roup, L
td.

8501 E
xcelsior D

rive
M

adison, W
I 53717

T
elephone: (608) 826-4440

w
ith a copy to:

W
arren L

avey, E
sq.

Skadden, A
rps, Slate, M

eagher &
 Flom

333 W
. W

acker D
r. Suite 2300

C
hicago, IL

 60606
voice: (312) 407-0830



fax:

	

(312) 407-0411
(d)

C
horus N

etw
orks, Inc., a w

holly ow
ned subsidiary of C

horus, then know
n as

M
id-Plains C

om
m

unications System
s, Inc., w

as granted effective on M
ay 14,

1994 authority under Section 214 of the A
ct in FC

C
 File N

o. IT
C

-94-239 to
provide resold international sw

itched services. C
horus N

etw
orks, Inc. serves

16,4 1 1 pre-subscribed long distance custom
ers.

(e)
Pioneer requests global resale Section 214 authority pursuant to the term

s and
conditions of Section 63.1 8(e)(2) of the C

om
m

ission's R
ules. Pioneer

certifies that it shall com
ply w

ith the term
s and conditions contained in

Sections 63.21 and 63.23 of the C
om

m
ission's R

ules.

(f)
A

t this tim
e, C

horus seeks no other authorization available under Section
63.18(e).

(g)
N

ot applicable.

(h)
A

ll of P
ioneefs stock is ow

ned by C
horus. C

horus is a public com
pany.

T
here are no shareholders holding at least ten percent of the stock of C

horus.

N
either C

horus nor Pioneer has an interlocking directorate w
ith any foreign

carrier.

T
ransferee certifies that it is not itself a foreign carrier and is not affiliated

w
ith a foreign carrier.

T
ransferee certifies that it does not seek to provide international

telecom
m

unications services to any destination for w
hich the conditions

described in Section 63.18(j)(1-4) are true.

(k)

	

N
ot applicable.

(I)

	

N
ot applicable.

(m
)

N
ot applicable.

(n)
T

ransferee certifies that it has not agreed and w
ill not agree in the future to

accept any direct or indirect special concessions from
 a foreign carrier or

adm
inistration w

ith regard to traffic or revenue flow
s betw

een the U
nited

States and any foreign countries the com
pany is authorized to serve.

(i)(j)

4



(o)

	

T
ransferee certifies that, to the best of its know

ledge, inform
ation and belief,

neither T
ransferee nor any party to this application is subject to a denial of

federal benefits pursuant to Section 5301 of the A
nti-D

rug A
buse A

ct of
1988, 21 U

.S.C
. §

853a.

(p)
T

he parties desire stream
lined application processing pursuant to Section

63.12 of the C
om

m
issions R

ules. N
either the T

ransferee nor any of its
subsidiaries, including C

horus N
etw

orks, Inc. and Pioneer, are affiliated w
ith

any foreign carrier in any m
arket. N

or are C
horus or any of its subsidiaries

affiliated w
ith a dom

inant U
.S. carrier w

hose international sw
itched or

private line services it seeks to resell. C
horus does not provide and seeks no

authority to provide sw
itched basic services over private lines to any country,

including those for w
hich the FC

C
 has not authorized the provision of

sw
itched services over private lines. B

oth the T
ransferor and the T

ransferee
qualif,' for stream

lined processing under to Section 63.12(c) of the
C

onim
ission's R

ules.

C
onclusion

In conclusion, Pioneer and C
horus certify that all of the inform

ation in this
application is accurate and correct.
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For these reasons, Pioneer and C
horus respectfully request that the

C
om

m
ission grant this application.

R
espectfully subm

itted,

D
ate:

R
espectfully subm

itted,

C
horus C

om
m

unications_G
roup, L

td.

B
y:

N
a
m

e
:

	

c
P
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D
ate:
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