
Page 1 of 1

G
eo

rg
e L

i

From
:

G
eorge Li

S
ent:

	

M
onday, January 14, 2013 10:07 A

M

To:

	

'S
ofield, R

ichard (N
S

D
)'

C
c:

	

'S
haifer, M

arilyn (N
S

D
)'

S
ubject:

R
E

: C
over Letter R

eference E
B

 2012-38

T
h
a
n
k yo

u
 R

ick. H
a
p
p
y M

o
n
d
a
y!

F
ro

m
:

S
ofield, R

ichard (N
S

D
) [m

ailto: R
ichard.S

ofield2@
usdoj.gov

]
S

en
t:

M
onday, January 14, 2013 9:58 A

M
To:

G
eorge Li; A

drienne D
ow

ns; D
avid K

rech; Jam
es B

all
S

u
b

ject:
C

over Letter R
eference E

B
 2012-38

T
eam

 T
elecom

 requests that the follow
ing m

atters be rem
oved from

 stream
line:

IT
C

-214-20121210-00319 B
ovalan, Inc.

IT
C

-2 14-20121210-00323 O
cean T

ecim
ology L

td.
IT

C
-214-20121213-00324 P

ure IP
 U

S
 L

L
C

IT
C

-214-20121222-00325 A
dvanced V

oice T
echnologies L

L
C

T
hank you.

R
ich

ard
 C

. S
o

field
D

irector
F

oreign Investm
ent R

eview
 S

taff
N

ationa' S
ecurity D

ivision
U

.S
. D

epartm
ent of Justice

W
-(202) 233-0702

M
-(202) 598-0667

1/14/2013



G
e
o

rg
e
 L

i

From
:

	

O
ngm

an, Joanne (N
S

D
) <Joanne.O

ngm
an@

usdoj.gov
>

S
ent:

	

T
uesday, M

ay 13, 2014 9:33 A
M

To:

	

D
avid K

rech
Cc:

	

S
lade, Janine <janine.slade@

H
Q

D
H

S
.G

O
V

> (janine.slade@
H

Q
.D

H
S

.G
O

V
); 'Jacobs,

S
am

uel P
 C

TR
 O

S
D

 D
O

D
 C

lO
 (U

S
) (sam

uel.p.jacobs.ctr@
m

ail.m
iD

'; Jam
es B

aH
; G

eorge Li;
S

ofield, R
ichard (N

S
D

)
S

ubject:

	

R
E

: B
ovalan F

C
C

 IT
C

-214-20121210-00319 - request for dism
issal

A
ttachm

ents:

	

B
ovalan m

em
o to F

C
C

 final 5.12.14docx

H
i D

avid,

Jennifer C
assanelli inform

ed m
e that the FC

C
 asked her during a m

eeting that T
eam

 T
elecom

 provide the FC
C

w
ith a docum

ent regarding the status of the B
ovalan T

T
 m

atter that the FC
C

 could put on the public record
requesting dism

issal of this case for failure of the com
pany to prom

ptly and properly respond.

T
hat docum

ent is attached to this em
ail.

T
hanks m

uch for your assistance w
ith this m

atter,

Jo
an

n
e O

n
g

m
an

A
ttorney A

dvisor
U

.S
. D

epartm
ent of Justice

N
ational S

ecurity D
ivision

U
.S

. D
epartm

ent of Justice

F
ro

m
:

D
avid K

rech [m
ailto: D

avid .K
rech©

fcc.ciov]
S

en
t:

T
uesday, F

ebruary 11, 2014 11:50 A
M

To:
O

ngm
an, Joanne (N

S
D

)
C

c:
'S

lade, Janine <
jJne.slade©

H
Q

.D
H

S
.G

O
V

> (ianirie.slade@
H

Q
.D

H
S

.G
O

V
)'; 'Jacobs, S

am
uel P

 C
T

R
 O

S
D

 D
O

D
 C

lO
(U

S
) (sam

uel.p.iacobs.ctr@
m

ail.m
il )'; Jam

es B
all; G

eorge Li
S

u
b

ject:
R

E
: B

ovalan F
C

C
 IT

C
-214-20121210-00319

C
an you tell us w

ho you have been dealing w
ith? W

ho has been sending the responses?

T
hank you.

F
ro

m
:

D
avid K

rech
S

en
t:

F
riday, F

ebruary 07, 2014 2:56 P
M

To:
'O

ngm
an, Joanne (N

S
D

)'; G
eorge Li

C
c:

S
lade, Janine <janine.slade@

H
Q

.D
H

S
.G

O
V

> (janine.slade@
H

Q
.D

H
S

.G
O

V
); Jacobs, S

am
uel P

 C
T

R
 O

S
D

 D
O

D
 C

IO
 (U

S
)

(sam
uel.p.iacobs.ctr©

m
ail.m

il ); Jam
es B

all
S

u
b

ject:
R

E
: B

ovalan F
C

C
 IT

C
-214-20121210-00319

T
hanks Joanne. W

e w
ill discuss this internally and get back to you.

F
ro

m
:

O
ngm

ari, Joanne (N
S

D
) [m

ailto:Joanne.O
ncjm

anusdoi.gov]
S

en
t:

F
riday, F

ebruary 07, 2014 2:51 P
M

T
o

:
G

eorge Li; D
avid K

rech
1



C
c:

S
lade, Janine <

ianine.sladeH
Q

.D
H

S
.G

O
V

> (ianine.slade©
H

Q
.D

H
S

.G
O

V
); Jacobs, S

am
uel P

 C
T

R
 O

S
D

 D
O

D
 C

IO
 (U

S
)

(sam
uel.p.jacobs.ctr©

m
ail.m

il )
S

u
b

ject:
B

o
v

alan
 F

C
C

 IT
C

-2
1

4
-2

0
1
2

1
2

1
0

-0
0

3
1

9

G
ood A

fternoon G
eorge and D

avid,

I have been asked by D
H

D
 and D

O
D

 T
eam

 T
elecom

 representatives to contact the F
C

C
 regarding the above-referenced

application because m
y colleagues related that, in the course of recent discussions w

ith the F
C

C
 on T

eam
 T

elecom

m
atters, the F

C
C

 requested that T
eam

 T
elecom

 alert it about m
atters in w

hich the applicants have not been responsive

to T
eam

 T
elecom

 inquiries. B
ovalan appears to be such a case. T

eam
 T

elecom
 is unable to com

plete review
 of this

m
atter due to the unresponsive, contradictory and/or am

biguous answ
ers provided to triage questions and therefore

requests the F
C

C
 to dism

iss this application.

F
irst, the com

pany delayed responding to the first set of triage questions, sent on Jan. 11, 2013, for alm
ost 6 m

onths,

until
M

ay 21, 2013.

T
eam

 T
elecom

 found the answ
ers provided to be unclear in several m

aterial respects and sent a first set of follow
-up

questions on June 18, 2013. A
nsw

ers to these questions w
ere not received until A

ugust 21, 2014.

A
gain, these answ

ers did not resolve all concerns and a second set of follow
-up questions w

as sent on S
ept. 26,

2013. A
fter alm

ost 2 m
onths, the answ

ers w
ere sent to us on N

ov. 12, 2013.

B
ecause these answ

ers still left questions unresolved, a third set of follow
-up questions w

as sent on Jan. 10, 2013, for

w
hich answ

ers w
ere received on Jan. 27, 2014.

H
ow

ever, these answ
ers did not resolve outstanding concerns.

O
ne specific exam

ple of the lack of responsiveness that D
O

J has encountered is the fact that the sam
e passport num

ber

w
as used for 2 individuals and this issue has not been corrected despite repeated requests in the follow

-up

questions. T
herefore, D

O
J is unable to com

plete background checks. M
y T

eam
 T

elecom
 colleagues at D

H
S

 (Janine

S
lade) and D

O
D

 (S
am

 Jacobs) can be contacted directly to provide further exam
ples of unresponsive, contradictory,

and/or am
biguous answ

ers.

R
egards,

Joanne O
ngm

an
A

ttorney A
dvisor

U
.S

. D
epartm

ent of Justice
N

ational S
ecurity D

ivision
U

.S
. D

epartm
ent of Justice

2



F
C

C
 # IT

C
-214-20121210-00319 B

o
valan

, In
c. D

B
A

 S
im

p
ly T

alk

P
ursuant to 47 U

.S
.C

. § 310, the F
ederal C

om
m

unications C
om

m
ission (F

C
C

) m
ay not grant a

broadcast, com
m

on carrier, or aeronautical en route or fixed radio station license to certain foreign

ow
ned corporations "if the C

om
m

ission finds that the public interest w
ill be served by the refusal or

revocation of such license." 47 U
.S

.C
.A

. § 310(b)(4). T
he F

C
C

 has also applied this public interest

standard to licenses granted under sections 214 and 308 of the C
om

m
unications A

ct. S
ee 47 C

.F
.R

§ 1.903; 47 C
.F

.R
. § 63.18. In furtherance of this public interest standard, the F

C
C

 provides to the

D
epartm

ents of Justice, D
efense and H

om
eland S

ecurity (review
ing agencies) certain petitions before

the F
C

C
 to perform

 a public interest review
 to determ

ine if there are reasons to object, for national

security or law
 enforcem

ent reasons, to the C
om

m
ission granting new

 licenses or approving the transfer

of existing licenses. In the above-referenced m
atter, the review

ing agencies are unable to com
plete

their public interest review
 based on the inform

ation provided by the applicant in response to requests

for inform
ation from

 these agencies.

T
riage questions w

ere first sent to the com
pany on January 11, 2013. T

he applicant's responses

w
ere not received until M

ay 21, 2013.

U
pon receipt of the M

ay 21, 2013 responses, the review
ing agencies found these answ

ers

required clarification in several m
aterial respects and sent a set of follow

-up questions to the applicant

on June 18, 2013. A
nsw

ers to these follow
-up questions w

ere not received until A
ugust 21, 2013.

U
pon review

 of the further responses, the review
ing agencies determ

ined that in order to

resolve inconsistencies in the answ
ers received to that date, a second set of follow

-up questions w
as

needed and such questions w
ere sent to the applicant on S

ept. 26, 2013. T
he applicant responded on

N
ovem

ber 12, 2013. H
ow

ever, because these answ
ers still left inconsistencies unresolved, a third set of

follow
-up questions w

as sent on January 10, 2013, for w
hich answ

ers w
ere received on Jan. 27, 2014.

H
ow

ever, these answ
ers w

ere also incom
plete and did not resolve the identified inconsistencies.

A
ccordingly, the review

ing agencies have m
ade significant attem

pts over an extended tim
e

period to elicit clear responses from
 the applicant. In their responses to these attem

pts, the applicant

has produced inconsistent inform
ation such that the review

ing agencies are unable to com
plete their

public interest review
 of this application. G

iven the num
ber of attem

pts that the review
ing agencies

have m
ade to elicit clear responses from

 the applicant and the length of tim
e that has elapsed in

pursuing this inform
ation, the review

ing agencies request the F
C

C
 to dism

iss this application w
ithout

prejudice.



Federal C
om

m
unications C

om
m

ission
W

ashington, D
.C

.
2

0
5

5
4

M
a
y
 
2
3
,
 
2
0
1
4

M
r. D

aniel Z
im

m
erm

an
W

ilm
er C

utler P
ickering H

ale and D
orn L

L
P

950
P

age M
ill R

oad
P

alo A
lto, C

A
 94304

D
ear M

r. Z
im

m
erm

an:

T
his letter concerns the application (IT

C
-214-20121210-00319) filed by B

ovalan, Inc.
D

B
A

 S
im

ply T
alk

TM
for authority under Section 214 of the C

om
m

unication's A
ct of 1934, 47

U
.S.C

. 214 to provide international global resale services.
W

e forw
arded the application to the

E
xecutive B

ranch agencies on D
ecem

ber 26, 2012. O
n January 18, 2013 w

e rem
oved the

application from
 stream

lined processing pending E
xecutive B

ranch review
.'

W
e are inform

ed by the E
xecutive B

ranch agencies that the applicant's responses to
triage questions after review

ing rem
ain incom

plete after several exchanges and otherw
ise do not

resolve inconsistencies that the review
ing agencies have identified in agency follow

 up
questions. T

he agencies are requesting that the C
om

m
ission dism

iss the application in view
 of

repeated attem
pts they state have been m

ade to elicit clear responses from
 the applicant and the

length of tim
e that has elapsed in pursuing the inform

ation.

Please im
m

ediately contact the E
xecutive B

ranch review
ing agencies and resolve all

outstanding inform
ation requests. C

onfirm
 w

ith us no later than June 6, 2014 that you have
taken this action. Failure to so advise us w

ill subject the B
ovalan application to dism

issal
w

ithout prejudice under sections 1.748(a) and
63.5

1(b) of the C
om

m
ission's R

ules, 47
C

.F.R
.

§
1.748(a);

63.5
1(b).

Sincerely,

ames L. Ball

C
hief, Policy D

ivision
International B

ureau

1
P

u
b

lic
 N

o
tic

e
 R

e
p

o
rt N

o
. T

E
L

-0
1

5
9
9
S

.



F
ed

eral C
o

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

s C
o

m
m

issio
n

W
ash

in
g

to
n

, D
.C

.
2

0
5

5
4

June 12, 2014

M
r. D

aniel Z
im

m
erm

an
W

ilm
er C

utler Pickering H
ale and D

orn L
L

P
950

P
age M

ill R
oad

P
alo A

lto, C
A

 94304

R
E
:
 
N
O
T
I
C
E
 
O
F
 
D
I
S
M
I
S
S
A
L

ITC-214-20121210-00319
Bovalan, Inc. DBA SimplyTalk(TM)

D
ear M

r. Z
im

m
erm

an:

O
n M

ay 23, 2014, w
e requested by official correspondence, also forw

arded by em
ail,

inform
ation about the status of the application referenced above.'

W
e asked that you confirm

that you contacted E
xecutive B

ranch agencies review
ing the application to resolve outstanding

inform
ation requests in connection w

ith that review
.

W
e inform

ed you that failure to advise us
w

ould subject the application to dism
issal w

ithout prejudice.2

Y
ou failed to respond to m

y M
ay 23, 2014 letter. A

ccordingly, w
e have dism

issed your
application w

ithout prejudice, by the attached Public N
otice R

eport N
o. T

E
L

-01675; D
A

 N
o. 14-

811; released June 12, 2014.

Sincerely,

Jn
es L

. B
all

C
hief, Policy D

ivision
International B

ureau

L
etter from

 Jam
es L

. B
all, C

hief, P
olicy D

ivision, International B
ureau, FC

C
, to M

r. D
aniel Z

im
m

erm
an, W

ilm
er

C
utler Pickering H

ale and D
orn L

L
P, on M

ay 23, 2014 (M
ay 23, 2014 L

etter).

2 47C
.F

.R
. § 1.748(a);

63.5
1(b).


