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C
hief

International B
ureau

F
ederal C

om
m

unications C
onm

iission
T

he P
ortals -- 8th F

loor
F

C
C

 -
445

12th S
treet,

S.W
.

W
ashington, D

C
20554

R
e:

	

R
egulatory treatm

ent of international service provided on the U
.S

.-
B

elgium
 route by S

outhw
estern B

ell C
om

m
unications S

ervices, Inc.
("S

B
C

S
"); S

outhw
estern B

ell C
om

m
unications S

ervices-M
assachusetts,

Inc.; S
outhw

estern B
ell C

om
m

unications S
ervices-M

aryland, Inc.;
S

outhw
estern B

ell C
om

m
unications S

ervices-N
ew

 Y
ork, Inc.;

S
outhw

estern B
ell C

om
m

unications-illinois, Inc.; S
B

C
 G

lobal
C

om
m

unications, Inc.; A
m

eritech C
om

m
unications, Inc., S

N
E

T
D

iversified G
roup, Inc.; and S

N
E

T
 A

m
erica, Inc.

D
ear M

r. A
belson:

In light of the C
onm

iission's ruling in the
S

B
C

S
 T

exas International 214 O
rder,1

released in June, 2000, w
e are w

riting on behalf of S
B

C
S

 and its above-captioned
affiliates and subsidiaries (collectively, "the com

panies") to acknow
ledge that the

com
panies qualify for treatm

ent as "dom
inant" carriers on the U

.S
.-B

elgium
 route,

pursuant to the C
om

m
ission's rules.2 T

he com
panies therefore w

ill abide by the
C

om
m

ission's rules governing international carriers that are regulated as dom
inant due to

affiliation w
ith a foreign carrier deem

ed to possess m
arket pow

er on the foreign end of an
international route.3

S
ee

Southw
estern B

ell C
om

m
unications Services, Inc., A

pplication for A
uthority Pursuant th

Section 214 of the C
om

m
unications A

ct of 1934, as A
m

ended, for A
uthority to O

perate as an
International F

acilities-B
ased and R

esale C
arrier,

F
ile N

o. IT
C

-214-20000127-00027, O
rder

A
uthorization, and C

ertificate (rel. June 30,
2000)(S

B
C

S
T

e.lzs International 214 O
rdé).

2
S

ee 4
7

 C
.F

.R
. §

 6
3

.0
9

 an
d

 6
3

.1
0

.

S
ee 47 C

.F
.R

. § 63. 10(c).
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In the
S

B
C

S
 T

exas International 214 O
rder,

the F
C

C
 found that, in assessing

w
hether S

B
C

S
 is affiliated w

ith B
elgacom

 S
.A

., it should treat the indirect interest of
S

B
C

 (through A
m

eritech) in T
ele D

anm
ark S

/A
 as a controlling interest. B

ased on
finding, S

B
C

S
 and its affiliates and subsidiaries are now

 deem
ed to be affiliated w

ith
B

elgacom
, the incum

bent carrier in B
elgium

.

T
he com

panies are not attem
pting, at this tim

e, to m
ake a show

ing that B
elgacom

lacks m
arket pow

er in the relevant local access and international transport m
arket

segm
ents in B

elgium
, although they reserve the right to do so in the future if m

arket
conditions change. T

herefore, pursuant to S
ection 63.10(a) of the C

om
m

ission's rules,
the com

panies acknow
ledge dom

inant carrier treatm
ent on the U

.S
.-B

elgium
 route. T

he
com

panies w
ill com

ply w
ith all dom

inant-carrier obligations, including the structural
separation and quarterly reporting requirem

ents detailed in S
ection 63. 10(c)(2).

W
e w

ould be pleased to answ
er any further questions regarding this m

atter.
T

hank you for your tim
e and consideration.

R
espectfully,

X
7
?

L
2
1
.

W
illiam

 F
. M

aher, Jr.
C

ounsel for S
B

C
S

-Intem
ational

H
alprin, T

em
ple, G

oodm
an &

 M
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