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M
onica R

. B
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B
enjam
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. B

ronston
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E
llenA

nn
C
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S
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E
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ard P

. G
othard

	

M
etairie, L

ouisiana 70002
T

elephone: (504) 832-1984
Facsim

ile: (504) 831-0892

A
pril 28, 1999

F
ederal C

om
m

unications C
om

m
ission

T
hree M

ellon B
ank C

enter
5
2
5

W
illiam

 P
enn W

ay
27th F

loor, R
oom

 153-2713
P

ittsburgh, P
ennsylvania 15259-0001

A
ttention:

W
holesale L

ockbox S
hift S

upervisorR
e:

F
orte C

om
m

unications, Inc.

D
ear S

ir or M
adam

:

E
nclosed please find an original and five (5) copies of the A

pplication for authority pursuant
to S

ection 214 of the C
om

m
unications A

ct of 1934, as am
ended, to operate as an international resale

carrier.
A

lso, enclosed is F
C

C
 F

orm
159

and the requisite $780.00 filing fee.

P
lease acknow

ledge receipt of this filing by date stam
ping and returning the additional copy

of this cover letter in the stam
ped self-addressed envelope provided.

T
hank you for your cooperation and assistance in this m

atter. I f you should require any
additional inform

ation, please do not hesitate to call.

S
incerely,

B
enjam

in W
. B

ronston

B
W

B
:sw

E
nclosures

cc:

	

F
C

C
 S

ecretary - V
ia O

vernight D
elivery

415
1
2
th

S
treet, S

.W
.

W
ashington, D

.C
. 20554
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B
efore the

FE
D

E
R

A
L C

O
M

M
U

N
IC

A
TIO

N
S

 C
O

M
M

IS
S

IO
N

W
ashington, D

.C
.

In the M
atter of:

FO
R

TE
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IC

A
TIO

N
S

, IN
C

.

A
P

P
LIC

A
TIO

N
 O

F A
U

TH
O

R
ITY

 P
U

R
S

U
A

N
T

TO
 S

E
C

TIO
N

 214 O
F TH

E
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IC

A
TIO

N
S

A
C

T O
F 1934, A

S
 A

M
E

N
D

E
D

, FO
R

 G
LO

B
A

L
A

U
TH

O
R

ITY
 TO

 O
P

E
R

A
TE

 A
S

 A
 G

LO
B

A
L

FA
C

ILITIE
S

-B
A

S
E

D
 C

A
R

R
IE

R
 A

N
D

 A
S

 A
N

IN
TE

R
N

A
TIO

N
A

L R
E

S
A

LE
 C

A
R

R
IE

RA
pplication

F
orte C

om
m

unications, Inc. ("F
orte" or "A

pplicant"), hereby requests authority,

pursuant to S
ection 214 of the C

om
m

unications A
ct of 1934, as am

ended, 47 U
.S

C
.

S
ection 214 (1982), and S

ection 63.18 of the C
om

m
issioner's R

ules, 47 C
.F.R

. S
ection

63.18, to operate as a global facilities-based carrier and to provide global international

resale services betw
een the U

nited S
tates and international points.

I.

	

The P
roposed International S

ervices:

Forte requests four (4) types of authority in this A
pplication, all of w

hich are eligible

forstream
lined processing. S

pecifically, Forte requests: (1) global facilities-based authority

pursuant to S
ection 63

(t)-
acquire ow

nership interests in unaffiliated, U
.S

. licensed

facilities to provide intnationaI telecom
m

unications services betw
een the U

nited S
tates

and all international points; (2) global authority pursuant to S
ection 6318?gesell

international, sw
itched services of all authorized carriers to provide international sw

itched

1



services betw
een the U

nited S
tates and all international points served by those carriers;

(3) global authority pursuant to S
ection 63.18(e)(2)(A

) to resell international private lines

to provide international private line services betw
een the U

nited S
tates and all international

points, other than those requiring special authority because of their listing on the m
ost

recent exclusion list; and (4) global authority pursuant to S
ection 63.18(e)(2)(B

) to resell

international, private lines interconnected to the public sw
itched telephone netw

ork at one

or both ends to provide international sw
itched services betw

een the U
nited S

tates and all

countries found to offer equivalent resale opportunities to U
.S

. carriers.

F
orte is hereby requesting: (a) facilities-based authority to obtain interests in U

.S
.

authorized facilities, and connecting facilities not appearing on the E
xclusion List; (b)

authority to resell international private lines to provide international sw
itched services

b
e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s a
n
d
 co

u
n
trie

s d
e
sig

n
a
te

d
 b

y th
e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 a

s o
ffe

rin
g

equivalent resale opportunities; and (c) authority to resell international private lines to

private line services to countries not appearing on the E
xclusion List.

F
orte w

ill report its acquisition of interest(s) in facilities, including earth stations,

channels of com
m

unication to satellites, and subm
arine cables in its circuit addition/circuit

status report files under S
ection 43.82 of the C

om
m

issions R
ules, 47 C

.F
.R

. S
ection 43.82.

F
orte w

ill also report its resale of international sw
itched services and international private

lines in its traffic reports filed pursuant to S
ection 43.61 of the C

om
m

ission's R
ules.

B
y g

ra
n
tin

g
 th

is a
p
p
lica

tio
n
, th

e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 w

ill se
rve

 th
e
 p

u
b
lic in

te
re

st,

convenience and necessity by prom
oting com

petition in the international services m
arket.

C
om

petition w
ill benefit U

.S
. consum

ers by increasing service options and low
ering prices.

T
hus, the public interest w

ill be served by the grant of S
ection 214 authority to F

orte.

2



II.

	

T
h
e
 A

p
p
lica

n
t:

F
orte is a corporation organized and existing under the law

s of the S
tate of Illinois.

F
o
rte

 is p
riva

te
ly h

e
ld

, a
n
d
 n

o
 F

o
rte

 o
ffice

r o
r d

ire
cto

r is a
n
 e

m
p
lo

ye
e
, a

g
e
n
t o

r

representative of a foreign telecom
m

unications entity.
F

urther, F
orte has no foreign

affiliations as defined in P
art 63 of the C

om
m

ission's R
ules.

F
o
rte

 h
a
s n

o
t p

re
vio

u
sly re

ce
ive

d
 a

u
th

o
rity u

n
d
e
r S

e
ctio

n
 2

1
4
 to

 p
ro

vid
e
 a

n
y

telecom
m

unications services or operate any facilities w
hich provide such services. U

pon

the grant of this A
pplication, F

orte w
ill becom

e an authorized non-dom
inant facilities-based

carrier and international reseller subject to S
ection 214 of the C

om
m

unications A
ct, as

am
ended, and the C

om
m

ission's R
ules.

Ill.

	

P
u

b
lic In

terest C
o

n
sid

eratio
n

s:

T
he C

om
m

ission's publicly stated policy goals for regulation of the U
nited S

tates

international telecom
m

unications m
arket is to prom

ote effective com
petition in the U

nited

S
tates telecom

m
unications m

arket, including the m
arket for international services, to

prevent anti-com
petitive conduct in the provision of international services or facilities and

to
e
n
co

u
ra

g
e
 fo

re
ig

n
 g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n
ts to

 o
p
e
n
 th

e
ir co

m
m

u
n
ica

tio
n
s m

a
rke

ts.
T

he

C
om

m
ission has also m

oved to establish an effective global com
m

unications m
arket that

could result in reduced rates, increased quality and new
 services. T

he C
om

m
ission has

fo
u
n
d
 th

a
t e

ffe
ctive

 co
m

p
e
titio

n
 d

ire
ctly a

d
va

n
ce

s th
e
 p

u
b
lic in

te
re

sts a
n
d
 th

e

C
om

m
ission's param

ount goal of m
aking available a rapid, efficient w

orldw
ide w

ire and

radio com
m

unications service w
ith adequate facilities at reasonable charges.

3



T
he grant of F

orte's request for resale and facilities-based authority as described

herein w
ill further the C

om
m

ission's policies of facilitating increased com
petition w

ithin the

U
nited S

tates international telecom
m

unications services m
arket, and is therefore in the

public interest.

IV.

	

In
fo

rm
atio

n
 R

eq
u

ired
 U

n
d

er S
ectio

n
 63.18:

T
h
e
 fo

llo
w

in
g
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 is su

b
m

itte
d
,

as
re

q
u
ire

d
 b

y S
e
ctio

n
 6

3
.1

8
 o

f th
e

C
om

m
ission's R

ules, in support of F
orte's request for authorization:

(a)
N

am
e and address of A

pplicant:

F
orte C

om
m

unications, Inc.
1028 H

ull T
errace

E
vanston, Illinois 60202

P
hone: (847) 733-8907

(b)
A

pplicant is a corporation w
hich w

as organized under the law
s of the S

tate

of Illinois.

(c)
C

orrespondence concerning this application should be sent to:

B
enjam

in W
. B

ronston
N

ow
alsky, B

ronston &
 G

othard
A

 P
rofessional Lim

ited Liability C
om

pany
3500 N

. C
ausew

ay B
oulevard

S
uite 1442

M
etairie, Louisiana 70002

T
elephone: (504) 832-1984

(d)
F

o
rte

 h
a
s n

o
t re

ce
ive

d
 a

u
th

o
rity p

re
vio

u
sly u

n
d
e
r S

e
ctio

n
 2

1
4
 o

f th
e

C
om

m
unications A

ct.

(e)
F

o
rte

 re
q
u
e
sts: (1

) g
lo

b
a
l fa

cilitie
s-b

a
se

d
 a

u
th

o
rity p

u
rsu

a
n
t to

 S
e
ctio

n

6
3
.1

8
(e

)(1
) to

 a
cq

u
ire

 o
w

n
e
rsh

ip
 in

te
re

sts in
 u

n
a
ffilia

te
d
, U

.S
. lice

n
se

d

facilities, including but not lim
ited to full and partial circuits in subm

arine

4



tra
n
sm

issio
n
 ca

b
le

s a
n
d
 ch

a
n
n
e
ls o

f co
m

m
u
n
ica

tio
n
 w

ith
 U

.S
. o

w
n
e
d

sa
te

llite
 syste

m
s, to

 p
ro

vid
e
 in

te
rn

a
tio

n
a
l te

le
co

m
m

u
n
ica

tio
n
s se

rvice
s

betw
een the U

nited S
tates and all international points; (2) global authority

pursuant to S
ection 63.1 8(e)(2) to resell international sw

itched services of all

authorized com
m

on carriers, except carriers regulated as dom
inant on the

route to be served, to provide international sw
itched services betw

een the

U
nited S

tates and all international points; (3) global authority pursuant to

S
ection 63.1 8(e)(2)(A

)to resell international private line services betw
een the

U
nited S

tates and all international points; and (4) global authority pursuant

to S
ection 63.18(e)(2)(B

)to resell international private lines for the provision

o
f in

te
rn

a
tio

n
a
l sw

itch
e
d
 se

rvice
s b

e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s a
n
d
 a

ll

c
o
u
n
trie

s
 th

a
t th

e
 C

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 fin

d
s
 o

ffe
r e

q
u
iv

a
le

n
t c

o
m

p
e
titiv

e

opportunities to U
.S

. carriers.

(f)
A

t th
is tim

e
, F

o
rte

 se
e
ks n

o
 o

th
e
r a

u
th

o
riza

tio
n
 a

va
ila

b
le

 u
n
d
e
r S

e
ctio

n

63.18(e).

(g)
N

ot applicable.

(h)
F

orte certifies that it is not affiliated, either directly or indirectly, w
ith any

foreign or U
.S

. facilities-based carrier w
hose services it proposes to resell.

S
hould the substance of this certification cease to be accurate, F

orte shall

notify the C
om

m
ission im

m
ediately of any such affiliation.

(i)
In support of this certification, the nam

e, address, citizenship and principal

business of the ten percent or greater shareholders of F
orte are as follow

s:
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N
am

e

	

%
 H

eld
T

om
 W

aterloo

	

60%
1028 H

ull T
errace

E
vanston, Illinois 60202

C
itizenship

U
.S

.
P

rin
cip

al B
u

sin
ess

T
elecom

m
unications

F
orte certifies that it has not agreed and w

ill not agree in the future to accept

a
n
y d

ire
ct o

r in
d
ire

ct sp
e
cia

l co
n
ce

ssio
n
s fro

m
 a

 fo
re

ig
n
 ca

rrie
r o

r

adm
inistration w

ith regards to traffic or revenue flow
s betw

een the U
nited

states and any foreign countries the C
om

pany is authorized to serve.

(k)

	

F
o
rte

 ce
rtifie

s th
a
t n

o
 p

a
rty to

 th
is A

p
p
lica

tio
n
 h

a
s b

e
e
n
 d

e
n
ie

d
 fe

d
e
ra

l

benefits pursuant to S
ection 5301 of the A

nti-D
rug A

buse A
ct of 1988.

C
o

n
clu

sio
n

:

In conclusion, F
orte certifies that all of the inform

ation in this application is accurate

and correct.

W
H

E
R

E
F

O
R

E
, fo

r th
e
 re

a
so

n
s sta

te
d
, F

o
rte

 re
sp

e
ctfu

lly re
q
u
e
sts th

a
t th

e

C
om

m
ission grant this A

pplication.

R
espectfully subm

itted,

F
orte C

om
m

unications, Inc.

B
y:

T
om

 W
aterloo, P

resident
F

orte C
om

m
unications, Inc.

1028 H
ull T

errace
E

vanston, Illinois 60202
P

hone: (847) 733-8907
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