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In the M
atter of
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IC
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roup

	

)

	

File N
o. I-T

-C
-98-

A
pplication for A

uthority U
nder S

ection 214 )
of the C

om
m

unications A
ct of 1934, as

am
ended, to P

rovide T
elecom

m
unications

Services B
etw

een the U
nited States and

Sierra L
eone

T
o: C

hief International B
ureau

A
P

P
L

IC
A

T
IO

N
 F

O
R

 SE
C

T
IO

N
 214 A

U
T

H
O

R
IT

Y

IC
E

 G
roup, hereby respectfully requests authority pursuant to S

ection 214 of the

C
om

m
unications A

ct of 1934, as am
ended ("A

ct"), 47 U
.S

.C
. S

ection 214, and S
ection

63-18 of the C
om

m
ission's R

ules 47 C
F

.R
. S

ection 63.18, to provide global international

facilities-based and resold basic sw
itched and private line services for the carriage of

custom
er traffic, including voice, facsim

ile, video, and data service, betw
een the U

nited

S
tates and S

ierre L
eone.

T
he instant application m

eets the requirem
ents of 47 C

.F
.R

.

Section 63.12 and thus is eligibfe for stream
lined proces.ing.

I.

	

IN
T

R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N

IC
E

 G
roup, headquarters in W

ashington, D
C

., currently operates no private line

facilities and proposes to offer overseas lines initially to provide international private line

services to custom
ers by connecting through facilities acquired from

 other entities,



including com
m

on carriers and/or private entities on an Indefeasible R
ight of U

ser

("IR
U

") and/or leased basis. B
ased on its review

 of the m
arket for international services,

IC
E

 G
roup believes that sufficient dem

and exists for additional international private line

offerings to the international points it proposes to serve to justify its entering into that

business.IC
E

 G
roup believes that there is substantial potential for continued grow

th in the

international private line, as w
ell as the sw

itched voice and data m
arkets,' and that this

expansion w
ill be accelerated by additional com

petition by new
 entrants. M

oreover, the

C
om

m
ission has determ

ined that increased com
petition in the international m

arket is in

the public interest and, as a result, has routinely authorized new
 entrants upon m

aking

such findings.2 T
he C

om
m

ission has also found that increased com
petition through the

resale of international sw
itched voice service is also in the public interest.3

International private line services to overseas points are currently offered by a

large num
ber of other facilities-based and resale carriers. E

xisting international facilities

and services are inadequate insofar as additional entry of international resale carriers w
ill

further stim
ulate dem

and and encourage m
ore efficient service at low

er cost. A
bsent a

grant of the instant application, international telecom
m

unications users w
ill not be able to

benefit from
 the increased service opiions and com

petitive prices w
hich w

ill be offered

IC
E

 G
R

O
U

P
 contem

plates leasing capacity to entities that m
ay provide sw

itched
international
services.

2
S

ee e.g., International T
elecom

, Inc.,
6 FC

C
 R

cd 1964 (1991) (citing
T

eltec Savings C
om

m
unications

C
o., FC

C
 File N

o. I-T
-C

-86-062, M
im

eo N
o. 3548, released A

pr. 4, 1986, and cases cited therein).

S
ee, e.g., A

rgo C
om

m
unications International, Inc.,

1 FC
C

 R
cd

578
(1986) and

T
D

X
 System

s, Inc.,FC
C

File N
o. I-T

-C
-86-108, M

im
eo N

o. 6609, released Sept. 2, 1986.



by IC
E

 G
roup. IC

E
 G

roup w
ill also be able to offer one-stop dom

estic and international

shopping to its custom
ers.

A
s stated above, IC

E
 G

roup proposes to obtain the requisite capacity by leasing

international private lines andlor purchasing IR
U

's from
 private andlor com

m
on carriers

to provide quality international telecom
m

unications services betw
een the U

nited S
tates

and international points. S
uch arrangem

ents w
ill be based on individual contract

negotiations or tariffs as applicable to the entities from
 w

hich the facilities w
ill be

obtained. IC
E

 G
R

O
U

P
 w

ould com
pete w

ith other carriers that already provide sim
ilar

international telecom
m

unications services to overseas points.

IC
E

 G
R

O
U

P
 believes that the added com

petition its entry w
ould bring to the m

arket

w
ill benefit the consum

ers of telecom
m

unications services betw
een the U

nited States and

international points.
T

hese benefits include com
petitive pricing and the increased

availability of a variety of service options. T
he grant of this authorization w

ill therefore

further the public interest.

II.

	

S
E

C
T

IO
N

 63.18 S
H

(.W
IN

c

In support of IC
E

 G
R

O
U

P
 's request for authorization, the follow

ing inform
ation is

subm
itted pursuant to Section 63.18 of the C

om
m

ission's R
ules:

(a)
N

am
e, address and telephone num

ber of applicant:

IC
E

G
roup

2737 D
evonshire P1., N

W
.

Suite G
W

ashington, D
C

, 20008
T

elephone: 202 588-1866



(b)

(c)

IC
E

 G
R

O
U

P
 is a privately ow

ned organization.

C
orrespondence concerning this application should be directed to:

R
ichard P

. Stevens
IC

E
 G

roup
2737 D

evonshire P1., N
W

.
Suite G
W

ashington, D
C

, 20008
T

elephone: 202 588-1866

(d)
IC

E
 G

R
O

U
P

 h
as n

o
 ex

istin
g
 facilities n

o
r h

as it p
rev

io
u
sly

 receiv
ed

authorization under
S

ection 214 to provide service betw
een these or any other

points.
P

ursuant to this
application, IC

E
 G

R
O

U
P

w
ill operate as a non-

dom
inant international com

m
on carrier subject to Section 214 of the A

ct.4

(e)
IC

E
 G

R
O

U
P

 requests global resale and facilities-based S
ection 214 authority

pursuant to the term
s and conditions of S

ection 63.1 8(e)(1) and (2) of the

C
om

m
ission's rules.

(f)
A

t this tim
e, IC

E
 G

R
O

U
P

 seeks no other authorization available under Section

63.18(e.

(g)
N

ot applicable.

(h)
IC

E
 G

R
O

U
P

 certifies that it is not affiliated w
ith any foreign or U

.S
. facilities-

based carrier as that term
 is defined in Section 63. 18(h)(l)(i) of the C

om
m

ission's

rules.

IC
E

 G
R

O
U

P
 m

ay also provide non-com
m

on carrier services to som
e custom

ers, based on individually
negotiated long-term

 contracts not generally available to the public.



In
 su

p
p
o
rt o

f
this

certificatio
n

, IC
E

 G
ro

u
p

 su
b

m
its th

e fo
llo

w
in

g

inform
ation of its ten P

ercent or greater direct and indirect shareholders or other

equity holders.

N
am

e/A
ddress

	

O
w

nership
C

itizenship

	

P
rincipal B

usiness
D

r. R
ich

ard
 S

tev
en

s 1
0
0
%

	

U
S

 C
itizen

	

IC
E

 G
roup

(i)
IC

E
 G

ro
u
p
 certifies th

at it h
as n

o
t aeed

 an
d

 w
ill n

o
t ag

ree n
 th

e fu
tu

re to

accep
t an

y
 d

irect o
r in

d
irect sp

ecial co
n
cessio

n
s fro

m
 a fo

reig
n
 carrier o

r

adm
inistration w

ith regards to traffic or revenue flow
s betw

een the U
nited S

tates

and any foreign countries that IC
E

 G
roup is authorized to serve.

(j)
IC

E
 G

ro
u
p
 certifies th

at n
o
 p

arty
 to

 th
is ap

p
licatio

n
 h

as b
een

 d
en

ied
 fed

eral

benefits pursuant to S
ection 5301 of the A

nti-D
rug A

buse A
ct of 1988.

III.
C

O
N

C
L

U
S

IO
r

A
s d

em
o
n
strated

 in
 th

is ap
p
licatio

n
. IC

E
 G

ro
u
p
 is leg

ally
, fin

an
cially

 an
d

tech
n
ically

 q
u
alified

 to
 p

ro
v
id

e th
e serv

ices fo
r w

h
ich

 it req
u
ests au

th
o
rity

.
F

or the

reaso
n
s stated

 ab
o
v
e, ap

p
lican

t su
b
m

its th
at th

e p
u
b
lic in

terest, co
n
v
en

ien
ce an

d

necessity w
ould be furthered by a grant of this S

ection 214 application.

R
ichard S

tevens
IC

E
 G

roup
2737 D

evonshire P
1., N

W
.

S
uite G

W
ashington, D

C
, 20008

T
elephone: 202 588-1866

R
especifully subm

itted.
B

y:

D
a
te

_N
veLrnkerrd4

1999


