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Introduction

The measured SAR-values in homogeneous phantoms depend strongly on the electrical
parameters of the liquid. Liquids with exactly matching parameters are difficult to produce;
there is always a small error involved in the production or measurement of the liquid
parameters. The following sensitivities allow the estimation of the influence of small
parameter errors on the measured SAR values. The calculations are based on an
approximation formula [1]  for the SAR of an electrical dipole near the phantom surface and
a adapted plane wave approximation for the penetration depth. The sensitivities are given in
percent SAR change per percent change in the controlling parameter:

  d SAR / SAR
S(x)  = ———————

        d x / x

The controlling parameters x are:
•  ε : permitivity

•  σ : conductivity

•  ρ : brain density (= one over integration volume)

For example: If The liquid permitivity increases by 2 percent and the sensitivity of the SAR
to permitivity is -0.6 then the SAR will decrease by 1.2 percent.

The sensitivities are given for surface SAR values and averaged SAR values for 1 g and 10
g cubes and for dipole distances d of 10mm (for frequencies below 1000 MHz) and 15mm
(for frequencies above 1000 MHz) from the liquid surface.

Liquid parameters are as proposed in the new standards (e.g., IEEE 1528).
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Parameter ε σ ρ

f=300 MHz (εr=45.3, σ=0.87S/m, ρ=1g/cm3)

d=15mm: Surface  - 0.41 + 0.48 —

1 g - 0.33 + 0.28 0.08
10 g - 0.26 + 0.09 0.16

f=450 MHz (εr=43.5, σ=0.87S/m, ρ=1g/cm3)

d=15mm: Surface - 0.56 + 0.67 —
1 g - 0.46 + 0.43 0.09
10 g - 0.37 + 0.22 0.17

f=835 MHz (εr=41.5, σ=0.90S/m, ρ=1g/cm3)

d=15mm: Surface - 0.70 + 0.86 —
1 g - 0.57 + 0.59 0.10
10 g - 0.45 + 0.35 0.18

f=900 MHz (εr=41.5, σ=0.97S/m, ρ=1g/cm3)

d=15mm: Surface - 0.69 + 0.86 —
1 g - 0.55 + 0.57 0.10
10 g - 0.44 + 0.32 0.19

f=1450 MHz (εr=40.5, σ=1.20/m, ρ=1g/cm3)

d=10mm: Surface - 0.73 + 0.91 —
1 g - 0.55 + 0.55 0.12
10 g - 0.42 + 0.27 0.22

f=1800 MHz (εr=40.0, σ=1.40S/m, ρ=1g/cm3)

d=10mm: Surface - 0.73 + 0.92 —
1 g - 0.52 + 0.51 0.14
10 g - 0.38 + 0.21 0.24

f=1900 MHz (εr=40.0, σ=1.40S/m, ρ=1g/cm3)

d=10mm: Surface - 0.73 + 0.93 —
1 g - 0.53 + 0.51 0.14
10 g - 0.39 + 0.22 0.24

f=2000 MHz (εr=40.0, σ=1.40S/m, ρ=1g/cm3)

d=10mm: Surface - 0.74 + 0.94 —
1 g - 0.53 + 0.52 0.14
10 g - 0.39 + 0.22 0.24

f=2450 MHz (εr=39.2, σ=1.80S/m, ρ=1g/cm3)

d=10mm: Surface - 0.74 + 0.93 —
1 g - 0.49 + 0.41 0.17
10 g - 0.34 + 0.12 0.28

f=3000 MHz (εr=38.5, σ=2.40S/m, ρ=1g/cm3)

d=10mm: Surface - 0.75 + 0.90 —
1 g - 0.45 + 0.28 0.21
10 g - 0.32 + 0.02 0.31


