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Washington,D.C. 20554

June7, 2002

Mr. ThomasP. VanWazer
SidleyAustin Brown& Wood LLP
1501 K Street,N.W.
Washington,DC 20005

DearMr. VanWazer:

This is in responseto your letterof May 17, 2002 on behalfof Mitutoyo AmericaCorporation
(“Mitutoyo”) requestingthat a currentwaiver of Section 15.231 (a) of the FCC Rules be
extendedto a new versionof the industrial measuringdevicefor whichthe waiverwas initially
granted. Specifically, Mitutoyo seeksto maintain its waiver of the requirementin Section
15.231(a)that an intentionalradiatorapprovedfor operationunderthis sectionbe limited to the
transmissionof controlsignals.

Section15.231, intera/ia, permitsthetransmissionof intermittentlyemittedcontrolsignals,such
asthose transmittedby alarm systems,door openers,remoteswitches,and similar devices,4
power levelshigherthan thosegenerallyallowedfor unlicensedintentional radiators. However,
Section15.231(a) prohibitscontinuoustransmissions,suchasvoice, video,or datatransmissions.
Theprohibition againstdatatransmissionsdoesnot precludethe transmissionof identification
codesusedto identify thetransmitterthat is activated.

On November 16, 1994, the Commission granteda waiver of Section 15.231(a) to MTI
Corporationto permit its measuringdevice to transmit a data signal for purposesother than
control and identification. You state that MTI subsequentlychangedits nameto Mitutoyo
America Corporation. In grantingtheMTI waiver,we statedthat theshortnumericaldatacode
that the devicetransmits is indistinguishablefrom the identificationcode permittedunder the
rule. Additionally, we statedthat the short durationof the transmissionsdoesnot violate the
prohibition against continuoustransmissionscontained in Section 15.231(a). Finally, we
recognizedthat the industrial settingsin which thesedeviceswould be usedensure that the
separationdistancefrom otherspectrumusersis greaterthanin typical residentialenvironments,
therebyfurtherreducingtherisk of interference.You requestthattheMTI waiverbe extendedto
Mitutoyo to permit the use of an updatedtransmitter,identified as FCC ID No. J3EO6MW-
TALL, sincethetransmitterapprovedundertheoriginal waiver is no longermanufactured.

You statethat Mitutoyo’s newdevice, like theoriginal MTI device,complieswith all aspectsof
Section15.231,exceptthat it periodicallytransmitstechnicalmeasurementdatain additionto an
identificationcode. You alsostatethat thefactorsapplicableto theMTI waiveralso apply to the
newtransmitteryou proposeto use.
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We find that the samefactorsthatjustified grantofwaiver for MTI’s deviceare also applicable
to Mitutoyo’s update~ltransmitter. Accordingly, underthe authority containedin Section0.241
of therules, we granta waiverof theprohibition againstdatatransmissionsin Section 15.231(a)
oftherulesto allow theMitutoyo AmericaCorporationdeviceto operateunderSection15.231.

The device must meet all other requirementsfor operation under Section 15.231(a) and be
authorizedto showcompliancewith this rule. Marketingof devicesoperatingunderthis waiver
must be restrictedto commercial and industrial users. Mitutoyo America Corporationmust
reportto the Commissionany casesof harmful interferencecausedby this device. This waiver
maybe cancelledat anytime for cause.

If you haveadditionalquestions,you maycontactNealMcNeil at (202)418-2408.

Sincere

Edn~~o~as
Chief
Office ofEngineeringandTechnology


