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1 If necessary, attach the strap extender to the heart rate 
monitor.

2 Wet the electrodes 
À

 on the back of the heart rate monitor to 
create a strong connection between your chest and the 
transmitter.

3 Wear the heart rate monitor with the Garmin logo facing right-
side up.

The loop 
Á

 and hook 
Â

 connection should be on your right 
side.

4 Wrap the heart rate monitor around your chest, and connect 
the strap hook to the loop.
NOTE: Make sure the care tag does not fold over.

After you put on the heart rate monitor, it is active and sending 
data.

Tips for Erratic Heart Rate Data
If the heart rate data is erratic or does not appear, you can try 
these tips.
• Reapply water to the electrodes and contact patches (if 

applicable).
• Tighten the strap on your chest.
• Warm up for 5 to 10 minutes.
• Follow the care instructions (Caring for the Heart Rate 

Monitor, page 11).
• Wear a cotton shirt or thoroughly wet both sides of the strap.

Synthetic fabrics that rub or flap against the heart rate 
monitor can create static electricity that interferes with heart 
rate signals.

• Move away from sources that can interfere with your heart 
rate monitor.
Sources of interference may include strong electromagnetic 
fields, some 2.4 GHz wireless sensors, high-voltage power 
lines, electric motors, ovens, microwave ovens, 2.4 GHz 
cordless phones, and wireless LAN access points.

Caring for the Heart Rate Monitor
NOTICE

A buildup of sweat and salt on the strap can decrease the ability 
of the heart rate monitor to report accurate data.

• Rinse the heart rate monitor after every use.
• Hand wash the heart rate monitor after every seven uses or 

one pool swim, using a tiny amount of mild detergent, such 
as dishwashing liquid.
NOTE: Using too much detergent may damage the heart rate 
monitor.

• Do not put the heart rate monitor in a washing machine or 
dryer.

• When drying the heart rate monitor, hang it up or lay it flat.

Running Dynamics
You can use your compatible fēnix device paired with the 
HRM-Run™ accessory or other running dynamics accessory to 
provide real-time feedback about your running form. If your fēnix 
device was packaged with the HRM-Run accessory, the devices 
are already paired.
The running dynamics accessory has an accelerometer that 
measures torso movement in order to calculate six running 
metrics.
Cadence: Cadence is the number of steps per minute. It 

displays the total steps (right and left combined).
Vertical oscillation: Vertical oscillation is your bounce while 

running. It displays the vertical motion of your torso, 
measured in centimeters.

Ground contact time: Ground contact time is the amount of 
time in each step that you spend on the ground while 
running. It is measured in milliseconds.
NOTE: Ground contact time and balance are not available 
while walking.

Ground contact time balance: Ground contact time balance 
displays the left/right balance of your ground contact time 
while running. It displays a percentage. For example, 53.2 
with an arrow pointing left or right.

Stride length: Stride length is the length of your stride from one 
footfall to the next. It is measured in meters.

Vertical ratio: Vertical ratio is the ratio of vertical oscillation to 
stride length. It displays a percentage. A lower number 
typically indicates better running form.

Training with Running Dynamics
Before you can view running dynamics, you must put on a 
running dynamics accessory, such as the HRM-Run accessory, 
and pair it with your device (Pairing Your Wireless Sensors, 
page 31). If your fēnix 5/5S/5X Plus was packaged with the 
accessory, the devices are already paired, and the fēnix 5/5S/5X 
Plus is set to display running dynamics data screens.
1 Select an option:

• If your running dynamics accessory and fēnix 5/5S/5X 
Plus device are already paired, skip to step 7.

• If your running dynamics accessory and fēnix 5/5S/5X 
Plus device are not already paired, complete all the steps 
in this procedure.

2 Hold MENU.
3 Select Settings > Activities & Apps.
4 Select an activity.
5 Select the activity settings.
6 Select Data Screens > Add New.
7 Select a running dynamics data screen.

NOTE: The running dynamics screens are not available for 
all activities.

8 Go for a run (Starting an Activity, page 2).
9 Select UP or DOWN to open a running dynamics screen to 

view your metrics.

Color Gauges and Running Dynamics Data
The running dynamics screens display a color gauge for the primary metric. You can display cadence, vertical oscillation, ground 
contact time, ground contact time balance, or vertical ratio as the primary metric. The color gauge shows you how your running 
dynamics data compare to those of other runners. The color zones are based on percentiles.
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Setting Up Your User Profile
You can update your gender, birth year, height, weight, heart 
rate zone, and power zone settings. The device uses this 
information to calculate accurate training data.
1 Hold MENU.
2 Select Settings > User Profile.
3 Select an option.

Fitness Goals
Knowing your heart rate zones can help you measure and 
improve your fitness by understanding and applying these 
principles.
• Your heart rate is a good measure of exercise intensity.
• Training in certain heart rate zones can help you improve 

cardiovascular capacity and strength.
If you know your maximum heart rate, you can use the table 
(Heart Rate Zone Calculations, page 17) to determine the best 
heart rate zone for your fitness objectives.
If you do not know your maximum heart rate, use one of the 
calculators available on the Internet. Some gyms and health 
centers can provide a test that measures maximum heart rate. 
The default maximum heart rate is 220 minus your age.

About Heart Rate Zones
Many athletes use heart rate zones to measure and increase 
their cardiovascular strength and improve their level of fitness. A 
heart rate zone is a set range of heartbeats per minute. The five 
commonly accepted heart rate zones are numbered from 1 to 5 
according to increasing intensity. Generally, heart rate zones are 
calculated based on percentages of your maximum heart rate.
Setting Your Heart Rate Zones
The device uses your user profile information from the initial 
setup to determine your default heart rate zones. You can set 
separate heart rate zones for sport profiles, such as running, 
cycling, and swimming. For the most accurate calorie data 
during your activity, set your maximum heart rate. You can also 
set each heart rate zone and enter your resting heart rate 
manually. You can manually adjust your zones on the device or 
using your Garmin Connect account.
1 Hold MENU.
2 Select Settings > User Profile > Heart Rate.
3 Select Max. HR, and enter your maximum heart rate.

You can use the Auto Detection feature to automatically 
record your maximum heart rate during an activity (Detecting 
Performance Measurements Automatically, page 13).

4 Select LTHR > Enter Manually, and enter your lactate 
threshold heart rate.
You can perform a guided test to estimate your lactate 
threshold (Lactate Threshold, page 15). You can use the 
Auto Detection feature to automatically record your lactate 
threshold during an activity (Detecting Performance 
Measurements Automatically, page 13).

5 Select Resting HR, and enter your resting heart rate.
You can use the average resting heart rate measured by your 
device, or you can set a custom resting heart rate.

6 Select Zones > Based On.
7 Select an option:

• Select BPM to view and edit the zones in beats per 
minute.

• Select %Max. HR to view and edit the zones as a 
percentage of your maximum heart rate.

• Select %HRR to view and edit the zones as a percentage 
of your heart rate reserve (maximum heart rate minus 
resting heart rate).

• Select %LTHR to view and edit the zones as a percentage 
of your lactate threshold heart rate.

8 Select a zone, and enter a value for each zone.
9 Select Add Sport Heart Rate, and select a sport profile to 

add separate heart rate zones (optional).
10Repeat steps 3 through 8 to add sport heart rate zones 

(optional).
Letting the Device Set Your Heart Rate Zones
The default settings allow the device to detect your maximum 
heart rate and set your heart rate zones as a percentage of your 
maximum heart rate.
• Verify that your user profile settings are accurate (Setting Up 

Your User Profile, page 17).
• Run often with the wrist or chest heart rate monitor.
• Try a few heart rate training plans, available from your 

Garmin Connect account.
• View your heart rate trends and time in zones using your 

Garmin Connect account.
Heart Rate Zone Calculations
Zone % of 

Maximum 
Heart Rate

Perceived Exertion Benefits

1 50–60% Relaxed, easy pace, 
rhythmic breathing

Beginning-level 
aerobic training, 
reduces stress

2 60–70% Comfortable pace, 
slightly deeper 
breathing, conversation 
possible

Basic cardiovascular 
training, good 
recovery pace

3 70–80% Moderate pace, more 
difficult to hold 
conversation

Improved aerobic 
capacity, optimal 
cardiovascular training

4 80–90% Fast pace and a bit 
uncomfortable, breathing 
forceful

Improved anaerobic 
capacity and 
threshold, improved 
speed

5 90–100% Sprinting pace, 
unsustainable for long 
period of time, labored 
breathing

Anaerobic and 
muscular endurance, 
increased power

Setting Your Power Zones
The values for the zones are default values based on gender, 
weight, and average ability, and may not match your personal 
abilities. If you know your functional threshold power (FTP) 
value, you can enter it and allow the software to calculate your 
power zones automatically. You can manually adjust your zones 
on the device or using your Garmin Connect account.
1 Hold MENU.
2 Select Settings > User Profile > Power Zones > Based On.
3 Select an option:

• Select Watts to view and edit the zones in watts.
• Select % FTP to view and edit the zones as a percentage 

of your functional threshold power.
4 Select FTP, and enter your FTP value.
5 Select a zone, and enter a value for each zone.
6 If necessary, select Minimum, and enter a minimum power 

value.

Activity Tracking
The activity tracking feature records your daily step count, 
distance traveled, intensity minutes, floors climbed, calories 
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burned, and sleep statistics for each recorded day. Your calories 
burned includes your base metabolism plus activity calories.
The number of steps taken during the day appears on the steps 
widget. The step count is updated periodically.
For more information about activity tracking and fitness metric 
accuracy, go to garmin.com/ataccuracy.

Auto Goal
Your device creates a daily step goal automatically, based on 
your previous activity levels. As you move during the day, the 
device shows your progress toward your daily goal 

À

.

If you choose not to use the auto goal feature, you can set a 
personalized step goal on your Garmin Connect account.

Using the Move Alert
Sitting for prolonged periods of time can trigger undesirable 
metabolic state changes. The move alert reminds you to keep 
moving. After one hour of inactivity, Move! and the red bar 
appear. Additional segments appear after every 15 minutes of 
inactivity. The device also beeps or vibrates if audible tones are 
turned on (System Settings, page 30).

Go for a short walk (at least a couple of minutes) to reset the 
move alert.

Sleep Tracking
While you are sleeping, the device automatically detects your 
sleep and monitors your movement during your normal sleep 
hours. You can set your normal sleep hours in the user settings 
on your Garmin Connect account. Sleep statistics include total 
hours of sleep, sleep levels, and sleep movement. You can view 
your sleep statistics on your Garmin Connect account.
NOTE: Naps are not added to your sleep statistics. You can use 
do not disturb mode to turn off notifications and alerts, with the 
exception of alarms (Using Do Not Disturb Mode, page 18).
Using Automated Sleep Tracking
1 Wear your device while sleeping.
2 Upload your sleep tracking data to the Garmin Connect site 

(Manually Syncing Data with Garmin Connect Mobile, 
page 7).
You can view your sleep statistics on your Garmin Connect 
account.

Using Do Not Disturb Mode
You can use do not disturb mode to turn off the backlight, tone 
alerts, and vibration alerts. For example, you can use this mode 
while sleeping or watching a movie.
NOTE: You can set your normal sleep hours in the user settings 
on your Garmin Connect account. You can enable the Sleep 
Time option in the system settings to automatically enter do not 
disturb mode during your normal sleep hours (System Settings, 
page 30).
1 Hold LIGHT.
2 Select .

Intensity Minutes
To improve your health, organizations such as the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, the American Heart 
Association®, and the World Health Organization, recommend at 
least 150 minutes per week of moderate intensity activity, such 

as brisk walking, or 75 minutes per week of vigorous intensity 
activity, such as running.
The device monitors your activity intensity and tracks your time 
spent participating in moderate to vigorous intensity activities 
(heart rate data is required to quantify vigorous intensity). You 
can work toward achieving your weekly intensity minutes goal by 
participating in at least 10 consecutive minutes of moderate to 
vigorous intensity activities. The device adds the amount of 
moderate activity minutes with the amount of vigorous activity 
minutes. Your total vigorous intensity minutes are doubled when 
added.
Earning Intensity Minutes
Your fēnix 5/5S/5X Plus device calculates intensity minutes by 
comparing your heart rate data to your average resting heart 
rate. If heart rate is turned off, the device calculates moderate 
intensity minutes by analyzing your steps per minute.
• Start a timed activity for the most accurate calculation of 

intensity minutes.
• Exercise for at least 10 consecutive minutes at a moderate or 

vigorous intensity level.
• Wear your device all day and night for the most accurate 

resting heart rate.

Garmin Move IQ™

When your movements match familiar exercise patterns, the 
Move IQ feature automatically detects the event and displays it 
in your timeline. The Move IQ events show activity type and 
duration, but they do not appear in your activities list or 
newsfeed.
The Move IQ feature can automatically start a timed activity for 
walking and running using time thresholds you set in the Garmin 
Connect Mobile app. These activities are added to your activities 
list.

Activity Tracking Settings
Hold MENU, and select Settings > Activity Tracking.
Status: Turns off the activity tracking features.
Move Alert: Displays a message and the move bar on the 

digital watch face and steps screen. The device also beeps 
or vibrates if audible tones are turned on (System Settings, 
page 30).

Goal Alerts: Allows you to turn on and off goal alerts, or turn 
them off only during activities. Goal alerts appear for your 
daily steps goal, daily floors climbed goal, and weekly 
intensity minutes goal.

Move IQ: Allows you to turn on and off Move IQ events.
Turning Off Activity Tracking
When you turn off activity tracking, your steps, floors climbed, 
intensity minutes, sleep tracking, and Move IQ events are not 
recorded.
1 Hold MENU.
2 Select Settings > Activity Tracking > Status > Off.

Workouts
You can create custom workouts that include goals for each 
workout step and for varied distances, times, and calories. You 
can create workouts using Garmin Connect or select a training 
plan that has built-in workouts from Garmin Connect, and 
transfer them to your device.
You can schedule workouts using Garmin Connect. You can 
plan workouts in advance and store them on your device.

Following a Workout From the Web
Before you can download a workout from Garmin Connect, you 
must have a Garmin Connect account (Garmin Connect, 
page 6).
1 Connect the device to your computer.
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