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a) Wildlife Computers manufactures electronic instruments specifically designed for 
marine animal research. Our instruments have been successfully deployed on a wide 
variety of marine animals (pinnipeds, cetaceans, penguins, sea turtles, large fish, polar 
bears) and fishing gear.  

Wildlife Computers has developed two types of data acquisition instruments, data 
archival tags (TDRs) and satellite-linked data recorders (SDRs).  The experimental 
license is required only to cover transmissions from the SDRs.  TDRs record large 
amounts of data which must be recovered, while SDRs summarize and transmit collected 
data to the Service Argos satellite system.   
 
b) Objectives:  Systematic testing needs to be completed on all new, repaired and 

experimental SDRs to ensure that they conform to our specifications. One part of the 
testing is a transmission test to the Service Argos satellite system.  Our primary 
objective is to ensure that transmissions reach the Argos satellite with appropriate 
power and that data is transmitted satisfactorily.  This testing is verified by data 
reporting from Argos to us for each tested SDR. 

 
c) The Argos system has been in operation for many years and has been very useful for 

researchers to deliver data from remote locations where normal lines of 
communications are difficult.   

 
Wildlife Computers is a leader in developing innovative instruments to track and 
monitor marine mammals, pelagic fish and many other animals.  The purpose of this 
testing program is to develop new transmitter based instruments and to verify 
operation of existing SDRs.  It is critical to verify correct operation before deploying 
the instruments on animals. 

 
 


