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In order to better forecast periods of potential high fire activ-
ity, the State of Alaska, Division of Forestry purchased three
Handar 504 A-1 Multiple Access Data Acquisition Systems. These
systems, also known as Remote Automatic Weather Stations (RAWS),
will be placed at sites in Alaska where weather observations are
unavailable due to their remote location. These sites were ident-
tified with help from the National Weather Service as high priority

for obtaining weather observations.

Weather observations will be taken hourly and transmitted to the
GOES satellite. These observations will be seat to the NESDIS
receive site and then to the Central Data Distribution Facility
(CDDF) in Camp Spring, Maryland. The Division of Forestry and the
National Weather Service will access the observations through the
Administrative and Forest Fire Information Retrieval and Management:
System (AFFIRMS). The observations vill be used in developing
veather forecasts and determing potential high fire activity, pro-
viding {nformation vital to the Division of Forestry's fire sup~-
pression efforts of wildland fires.

Alaska's fire season is considered to be from May thru Septenmber.
The RAWS stations will be operational several weeks prior to the
start of fire season, generally in early April. They will remain
in operation throughout the summer until late August or Septeaber,
depending on the fire season. The stations will then be removed

_ and placed in storage during the winter.
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