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Solar Plane
Climbs Into
Record Books

By PETER PAE

UIMES STAFE WRITER

An elongated flying wing, cov-
ered with solar panels and powered
by 14 propeller motors not much
stronger than hair dryers, climbed
to 6,500 feet Monday, shattering a
flight record that for more than a
quarter century seemed 11nbreak~ '
able,

The mmﬁt&wcemmﬁeﬁ Hehas :
aircraft took more than seven
hours, Jumbering at a maximum
speed of 23 mph, to reach the
height, an aviation feat no jet or
propeller airplane has ewr accom-

plished.

The historic flight, rather than
aiming only for an entry ina z‘fza}rfi ;
book, demonstrated technol gy
that could enable solar-powered
planes to stay aloft for months.
Fleets of such aircraft could carry
global communications at lower
cost than today's satellites.
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