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This authorization is to be used to fulfill the requirements for two government agency contracts being 
implemented by the New America Foundation. Our first contract is with the State Department's 
"Securing Access and Expression Online - Global" grant program, award number S-LMAQM-11-GR-
8588, under the Foreign Assistance Act - Economic Support Funds and Human Rights Defense Fund. 
Our second contract is with USAID, Cooperative Agreement Number AID-0AA-A-12-00098. 

Under both of these contracts deliverables include plug-and-play mesh networking solutions that build 
upon existing open-source software. The package produced by the New America Foundation will 
include GSM tools that integrate mobile technologies into the mesh networking solution. It will 
connect wireless mesh networks, open GSM networks and - to the extent feasible - commercial GSM 
networks. In order to validate and test the GSM portion of the product, which is being developed in 
partnership with contractors and open source developers domestically and internationally, New 
America Foundation must have working GSM BTS (base stations) in our development lab here in 
Washington DC. The units we have acquired are appropriate for a lab environment and our testing will 
be low-impact and non-disruptive of existing GSM cell service in the city. Following successful lab 
environment testing, we will complete controlled field deployments in our mesh test beds in the US and 
internationally.


