
From: Thuan Pham
To: Juan Montenegro
Cc: Keith Harper; Moslem Sawez; Naheed Ejaz; Gabriel Ubieta; ELB-Coordination-Info
Subject: Re: Coordination Request 1090-EX-ST-2026 IMSAR LLC
Date: Thursday, June 18, 2026 2:07:18 PM
Attachments: 1090-EX-ST-2026 Coordination Information.RTF

1090-EX-ST-2026 Narrative.pdf

Hi Juan,
The proposed operation, coordination No. 1090-EX-ST-2026 may cause
adverse effect to the other services but not the ones in Broadband Division;
therefore, BD does not have objection to this request. 
Thanks,
Thuan

From: Juan Montenegro <Juan.Montenegro@fcc.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2026 12:39 PM
To: Gabriel Ubieta <Gabriel.Ubieta@fcc.gov>; John Schauble <John.Schauble@fcc.gov>; Keith
Harper <Keith.Harper@fcc.gov>; Moslem Sawez <Moslem.Sawez@fcc.gov>; Naheed Ejaz
<Naheed.Ejaz@fcc.gov>; Peter Daronco <Peter.Daronco@fcc.gov>; Thomas Derenge
<Thomas.Derenge@fcc.gov>; Thuan Pham <Thuan.Pham@fcc.gov>
Subject: Coordination Request 1090-EX-ST-2026 IMSAR LLC
 
 
All,
 
The attachments contain coordination details and supporting documentation for the
experimental STA submitted by the IMSAR llc.  Please provide your coordination
feedback and comments accordingly.
 
Thank you,
J.C. Montenegro
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FCC FREQUENCY COORDINATION NOTICE



Experimental Licensing Branch

Office of Engineering and Technology

	

The following application is attached for your review:



Applicant:      IMSAR LLC

File Number: 1090-EX-ST-2026



Start Date: 6/1/2026		End Date: 12/1/2026



Why STA Is Necessary :

Demonstrate the capabilities and benefits of small synthetic aperture radars. For reference purposes, IMSAR has an approved Stage 4 1494 SPS-25662/1





Purpose of Operation :

Demonstrate the capabilities and benefits of small synthetic aperture radars. For reference purposes, IMSAR has an approved Stage 4 1494 SPS-25662/1





Contact: Josh Snook

Phone:   801-798-8440

Email:    josh.snook@imsar.com

Nature of Service: EXPERIMENTAL 

Class of Station: XT  MO

Call Sign: WB9XGM





Station Locations 



MOBILE: On a aircraft not to exceed 10,000ft AGL, within 34 km , centered around NL 36-55-13; WL 75-59-49



Frequency		Station Class	Emission Designator	Authorized Power	Frequency Tolerance(+/-)



16.5-17 GHz		MO		500MF0N		11350W (ERP)		
















Company and Technology Background


IMSAR LLC has radar technology that is able to track moving targets, image the surface of the earth, create 
digital elevation maps, assist in search and rescue operations, and detect small changes in a scene, such as the movement 
of a vehicle. Various branches of the US military, including the Navy, Army, and Air Force, as well as some commercial 
businesses, have expressed interest in this technology. The size, weight, power, and cost of IMSAR
Radar (SAR) system, known as NanoSAR, are an order of magnitude less than similar systems.


IMSAR performs SAR testing on a aircraft typically flying between 2,000 and 28,000 feet MSL, Directional 
transmit and receive antennas are nominally pointed toward the earth. Reflected signals are collected and processed to 
create images of the ground. Transmission is a linear frequency modulated continuous wave (LFM-CW), or a "chirp," with 
the frequency being swept from the minimum to the maximum frequency 1000 times per second. A chirp signal is 
illustrated in Figure 1. Because the frequency sweeps are very rapid, the average power at any given frequency is 
extremely low, as is the likelihood of detection by (i.e., interference to) ground based systems operating in the same 
frequency range.


Figure 1. Example LFM chirp signal, increasing in frequency from left to right, then 
repeating.


The Ku-band system typically operates with a contiguous bandwidth of 1500 MHz, and can be programmed to
operate anywhere between 15.4 and 17.7 GHz. The system is not currently capable of notching in the middle of the 1500 
MHz band. Therefore, if a potential conflict is present, the transmission frequencies must be moved to a different portion of
the 15.4-17.7 GHz band, or the bandwidth reduced. The system can operate with a reduced bandwidth (< 1500 MHz), but 
the imaging capabilities are reduced proportionately. An example of the geometry of a SAR is shown in Figure 2.







Figure 2. Example SAR geometry, from an airborne platform.
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