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Description of Proposal 
 

 This application seeks to add two additional sites to the ongoing project.  The proposed 

additions are a 30 km radius centered on Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport (KORD) and a 40 

km radius centered on the Dallas-Ft. Worth International Airport (KDFW).  The equipment utilized 

at both O’Hare and DFW is identical to the equipment that has been utilized at the other sites 

previously authorized.  As a result, no changes in the technical parameters exist other than the 

addition of the O’Hare and DFW sites.  An extension in the term of the license is also requested. 

 

 Attached to this application is a letter from the United States Department of Agriculture 

supporting the research at O’Hare International Airport.  As indicated in this letter from the USDA, 

O’Hare is an ideal candidate for the continuation of this research.  As one of the busiest airports in 

the World, and one that has seen numerous collisions between aircraft and aviary creatures, 

significant increases in the research are expected to be obtained through the addition of O’Hare. 

 

 As discussed in the original filings submitted for this license, the applicant is utilizing 

commercially available consumer grade RADAR units from the Furuno corporation.  These units do 

not require a license for operation on waterways, but their use on land requires special 

authorization from the Commission.  It should be noted that many of these units are in use by 

nautical craft operators throughout the United States with no adverse effects. 

 

 The principal investigator on the project, Dr. Edwin Herricks of the University of Illinois 

indicates that significant milestones have indeed been achieved thus far in the research.  

Specifically, his team has validated the capabilities for detection of bird strikes and has identified a 

number of hazardous conditions suggesting that the RADAR will indeed improve aircraft security 
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directly.  The project so far is proving to be a significant tool in the tool box of airport wildlife 

managers. 

 

 Due to the nature of the project it is respectfully requested that the Commission process the 

addition of these two sites in an expedited fashion so this valuable research may continue.  For 

reference purposes, the submissions for the original application have been attached to this exhibit. 

 
 

Affidavit 
 

 The preceding statement and attached exhibits have been prepared by me, or under my 

direction, and are true and accurate to the best of my belief and knowledge. 

 
Above signature is digitized copy of actual signature 

License Expires November 30, 2009 

Jeremy D. Ruck, PE 
June 30, 2008 
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To: Dr. Edwin Herricks 
 
Subject: Avian Radar Research at O’Hare International Airport 
 
Date: March 7, 2008 
 
 
Dr. Herricks, 
 
This letter was prepared to identify the critical need to investigate the utility of avian 
radar systems at O’Hare International Airport (ORD).  As you are aware, research has 
been conducted using avian radars on a few airports, but ORD offers a unique 
situation that will help airport managers, wildlife professionals and researchers 
expand the utility of these radars as a wildlife damage management tool on a national 
basis.  In addition, limited research on avian radars has been conducted on large 
commercial airports and such research can provide insights on how the tool can aid in 
wildlife damage management on an airport undergoing a modernization program.  
Since Wildlife Services (WS) is predominately responsible for the wildlife hazard 
management at ORD and many other civilian and military airports throughout the 
U.S., it is important to examine how these radars can be used by WS as another 
wildlife damage management tool.   
 
Even though airports in general can be very attractive environments for many species 
of wildlife, ORD’s geographic location and proximity to large water bodies make it 
excellent habitat for wildlife and ideal site to test these radar systems.  Wildlife 
collisions with airplanes have been estimated to cost more than $603 million to civil 
aviation annually, and there have been significant wildlife strikes causing damage at 
ORD in the past.  Therefore, the research of avian radar systems at ORD is essential 
for us to better understand and expand the tools we have at hand which can ultimately 
help us to reduce wildlife hazards to aircraft.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me, 
 
 

 
 
Scott Beckerman         
State Director 
USDA-Wildlife Services 
 


























