From "Robert Qurss" <RGURSS@hb. cone

To: <DYCQUNG@ cc. gov>
Dat e: Monday, August 07, 2000 4:58:27 PM
Subj ect : Re: STA Request for Los Angel es County, File # 0330-EX- ST-2000

| amsorry to report that the ARRL and the Southern California Repeater and
Renot e Base Associ ation (SCRRBA) are now refusing to cooperate with the Los
Angel es County Sheriff's Department regarding its pending Request for Specia
Tenporary Authority to provide essential public safety comunications in the
2402- 2450 MHz band during the Denocratic National Convention in Los Angel es.
As reported to you on Friday, SCRRBA had initially indicated a willingness to
attenpt to coordinate with the County concerning its STA However, an ARRL
official in Southern California informed a nenber of the Sheriff's Departnment
that he woul d urge SCRRBA not to cooperate as the STA would | end support to
the County's pending Application for Experimental Authorization, which ARRL
has opposed. These obj ections appear to be based on a general policy of
preventing non-anateur use in amateur bands, rather than evidence of likely
interference. Indeed, both SCRRBA and ARRL representatives have suggested to
the County that it sinply have an amateur radio licensee ride in Sheriff's
hel i copters during the video downlink operations, thus making it an amateur
operation. However, how wi |l that change the potential for harnfu
interference? Cbviously there is none. Wiile placing amateur |icensees in the
helicopters nay be a last resort, it would place severe constraints on the
Sheriff's operations, which require 24 hour, 7 day a week capability.

The County has great respect for the amateur community, and has worked cl osely
with nany amateur radi o operators and organi zations on public safety rel ated
matters. |ndeed, many of the County's radi o engi neers working on this project
are thensel ves amateur |icensees. However, in this instance, the County

beli eves that the amateur radi o organi zations are blindly building a wall
around a frequency band, with a result that the safety of life, health and
property will be conpron sed

The County must have authority to operate its airborne video operations this
week as part of "war ganes" being organized in preparation for the DNC by
public safety agencies, the nedia, and other organizations. Therefore, the
County requests the Conmmission's imediate consideration of its STA request.

I f necessary, the County is prepared to limt its operations under the STA to
frequenci es above 2417 MHz.
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